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Political geography & Statistics 
fyrropuctory. Zonarchical notions and the belief in 
ghosts—education—cases of Maconsistency—remarks. 

_ in the editorial article with which I introduced 
the present volume of the Wexxty ResisTer to its 
patrons, for a variety of reasons then stated, I pro- 
mised to make a table to “shew the population and 
extent ofthe British territories in Europe, Asia, 
Africa and America.” If the statements below fail 
of their political object, they may subserve useful 

purposes as a collection of facts. 

These things are not exhibited to excite jealousies. 
The walk of royalty and republicanism is on diifer- 
ent ground. But they may serve for a cantion, and 
especially to shew the xe plus ultra-eflrontery of 
those who speak to us of the moderation of that pow- 
er which we have the most reason to fear—a pow- 
er that, for many causes, in war or in peace, will 
regard us as its enemy. A reasonable degree of 
prudence and foresight, with a careful nursing and 
encouragement of the proper resources of our coun- 
éry in its labor and materials, and an gonest patriot- 
sm in the people, supported by the blessing of Pro- 
vipENce, is all that I would rely on for the preser- 
vation of the republic in its march to true glory 
and adult strength. I earnestly desire the friendship 
of all nations, and wish them to deserve it by acts 
of justice; but I would equally despise the creature 
who should ask “rotection” even of the “imagnani- 
mous Alexander,” as I do a certain late governor 
of one of these states who advised us to “seek it un- 
der the British cannon.’ ‘The suggestion of any con- 
nection of the republic with a regal government, 
other than for the purposes of trade and commerce, 
should be regarded as a sort of high treason; and 


most depraved and corrupt, the most silly or mos& 
stupid bipeds in the world, that the idea of them 
seldom crosses my mind without carrying with it a 
general impression of their superior worth and intel- 
ligence, though, like a Jack o’lanthern, it vanishes 
the moment I look at it. 
ghosts and hobgoblins. Ihave had reason and re- 
fection enough to conduct once into the midst of a 
grave yard, alone, “at the solemn hour of twelve” 
ina dark winter night, to rout folly from her seat in 


something that excited my feelings as I happened to 
pass by—stiil the apprehension that the dead may 
disturb the living, is not without a transient effect 
upon me at times. I believe this is the case with 
most men. These siily prejudices have their orizin 
in the EpucaTIon we receive, and the vile books 
that are thoughtlessly put into our hands, while 
children. Knaves, interested in the support of roy- 
aliy, having the command of the pen and the press, 
and controling the seminaries of learning, inun- 
date the infant mind with what Thad almost called. 
blasphemous stuff, 2s though kings and lords were 
gods, and net made of the same clay and with the 
same weaknesses and failings,as the beggar. The 
herd of novels comes in to assist the systematic 
rorucry of political writers, and so the whole mass 
of society is vitiated by prejudice. Here it is that 
the axe should be laid at the root of the tree. If book- 
makers were as cautious to avoid a prefcrence for 
royalty and aristocracy as they are to insul it—and 
parents and tutors were zealous to teach their ehil- 
dren that Gon made tiiem equai to others, and that 
no distinction existed but by virtue and talents, 
laughing to scorn old wives’ tales of supernatural 
appearances—the next generation would be no more 


So also [ have an ides of 


o . . . . * 
my imagination by ascertaining the real character of 


wf not made punishable by law, ought, at least, to} fettered with the idea of something superior in the. 


receive the hearty execration of every honest man. | 


I would have it established as a rule absoluie—ne- 
ver to be affected by time or circumstance, that we 
should avoid every political connection with a mo- 
narchy. Its touch, lke the wind of the desart, wi- 
thers and blasts and destroys all that.is virtuous 
and honorable, and prostrates the frecdom of a socie- 
ty—as is proved by the history of repubiics, an- 
cient or modern, Irthere were not so many natural | 
and moral causes for the general predilection of| 
mankind in favor of royalty, I should religiously 
believe in witchcraft and the influence of the Evi! 
one—it is so strange that people should reverence 
that which hates and debases them. <A large body 
of the people of the United States are tinctured 
with monarchical ideas, more or less—from the 
broad ground of Governeu Morris and others of his 
class, to that faint and momentary sentiment that 
sometimes prevails even in my own mind. ‘The no- 
tion that there are particular clusses of men, some 
Gorn to command thd others to obey, like a belief 
in ghosts and hobgoblins, has prevailed almost uni- 
versally. The one is absurd as the other; but in 
most men it requires no little exertion of reasor: 
and philosophy to keep them in due bounds, and to 
éradicate them altogether is seldom possibic. 1 
draw this conclusion from a careful examination of 
myself, though there are few.that will suspect me 
of an undue reverence for kings dnd loxds—but so 


construction of kings, than be troubled with the 
fear of ghosts without heads, amusing themselves by 
dancing faundungoes in grave yards, at raidnight. 
But what have these things to do with the subject 
before us? I believe they are calculated to shew the 
faise judgment by which we judge men and things, 
being prejudiced—as wili appear in the sequel. 
Chained by prejudice, we seem to have inverted 
what was always considered a fixst principle cf 
things. “We have been taught that lke causes pre- 
duce like effects. But we have condemned one na- 
tion for the very act that we commend in another— 
as though its merit depended on the parties con- 
cerned in it, and not in itse fi Take the following 
cases in proof of what F say. : 
1. History has consigued to the infamy of ages, 
the coalition of Russia, Austria and Prussia, by which 
Poland was dismembered—but tiie actual blotting of 
that country from the map of Europe by the first of 
these—is well. There isno longer a Polaud—it is 
a Russian province; a part of the empire. 
2. A Dutchman invited to England by a party of 
“maicontents,’” invaded the country with a consi- 
derabie army—and, joined by “traitors,” drove oif 
the “legitimate” prince and his family and seized 
the throne, af er a great deal of bloodshed, and this 
was 2 “elorious revolution” An unarincd man lands 
in France from Elda, and, by his mere présence, ex- 
pels the “royal line” without striking a blew, and 
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' ders of Europe, to fight their battles and fatten 


solemnly against the trade in black slaves, opened 


-conscriptions’” the miseries they occasioned and 


114 





NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—SATURDAY, APRIL 20, 1816. 








3. France organized the confederation of the 
Rhine as a barrier to her own proper possessions, 
and it was evidence of her ambition. The congress of 
Vienna re-organizes the same countries as a barrier 
against France, and it is a proof of their moderation. 

4. ‘The empefor of France seizes the iron crown 
of Italy and places it on his head, and he was all- 
grasping at power.. The emperor of Austria does 
the same thing, and more, and it is well. 

5. The British government-priests affect to pray 
every Sunday to the Almighty for the downfall of; 
the pope and popery, while the people of that reli- 
gious sect within the British dominions are denied a 
participation in the common rights of Englishmen, 
and this is for the glory of Ged. The British go- 
vernment itself raises up the pope, cast down by 
Bonaparte, and is the cause of the re-establishment 
of the inquisition, and for these also the people are 
to sing Aallelujahs! 

6 A prince plotting to recover France over which 
his family had reigned, is seized by the pessessor 
of the throne and put to death, and the author of 
this is a murderer—the British government in India 
has, for like causes, “put out of the way” from 40 
to 38 native princes, and they are the “shield of af 
flicted humanity,” and “bulwark of our religion.” 

7. Cortez and Pizarro were hell-hounds for dee 
troving tex millions of American Indians to possess 
their wealth and territory—the British for destroy- 
ing forty millions of Asiatics for the same purposes, 
are “friends of order, liberty and law.” 

put a volume would not hold tie cases of this 
kind that might be adduced, and I shall mention 
only threc more at present. 

8. The British philanthropists, lord Castlereagh and 
the rest, celebrated for their works in //elund, have 
received great applause for their cxertions to stop 
the trade in black African slaves, dragged from 
their country to till the earth in a strange land— 
but the same lord and his companions have purchas- 
ed, not only the services, but the ives also, of some 
hundreds of thousands of white slaves, dragged in 
like manner from their homes at the uttermost bor- 


foreign fields with their carcases, in quarrels where 
they had as little interest as a negro in the product 
of a West-India sugar plantation. And the “iltus- 
trious congress of Vienna,” who set their face so 


the greatest market for human flesh that modern 
times has witnessed; for they bought and sold about 
fifieen millions of mankind as completely as ever 
a cargo of Congo negroes was disposed of at Jamai- 
ca; the white slaves being transferred in like manner, 
and receiving new masters’without their consent. 
‘The one is calied, and justly, a hellish trathe; but the 
other is considered as a restoration of “social order.” 

9. Who have not heard of the horrible “French 


the sufferisgs they caused? Every body reprehend- 
ed them. But—at least four-fifths of these who 
fought ugaimst France were made a miutary force 
of ia the very same, if not in a more exceptionable 
way, and their march was celebrated by orations, 
and sermons sid feasts! 

10. Who «ces not recollect the clamor and per- 
secution against Mr. Jefferson, by a certain descrip- 
tion of persons in the United States, for certain re- 
ligious Opmions he was supposed to possess, for 
Wirich he was condemed, with a rancor unequalled 
iui this enlightened day? Who has yet to learn, that 


they who were the chief organs of scurrility and 
abuse of him on this account, did themselves hold, 





dnd now opealy and unbluskingly advoeate, the very 


opinions that they were pleased to ascribe to hin 
for his moral, political and eternal rejection? Anc 
who shall say that these, who.will hardly brew beer 
on Saturday lest it should work on Sunday, sre not 
exceedingly religious ?* 

These instances are sufficient for the purpose. 
They shew us how easily we are deceived by the 
political prejudices and predilections, which have 
been accounted for. I make these remarks the more 
freely, fur I think that I have endeavored to weigh 
kings in the same balance with each other. Inever 
justificd in one what I reprehended in his rival. F 
have considered the principle of them as wrong, and 
did not expect a corrupt tree to bring forth good 
fruit. 

If any man who read the Jeremiads of the British 
writers in Europe and America, when the power of 
Napoleon Bonaparte was at its heighth, could have 
believed them, he must have belicved that the Bri- 
tish government, compared with that of France, was 
as unambitious as Diogenes desis ed to appear to be, 
when he would ask only of #eaander the Great to 
stand a litile aside, that he might enjoy the sun- 
shine; though, in fact, independent of their claim to 
the empire of the vast and boundless ocean, and the 
entire government of the whole maritime world, 
they really and absolutely possessed a sovereignty 
over greater tracts of country and many more mii- 
lions of men, than Bonaparte ever aspired to governy 
The French empire at its greatest extent, including 
the kingdom of Italy and the confederated or vassal 
states, had a population of from 65 to 70 millions 
of souls. We see below that the British, in like 
manner, rule over nearly 100 millions. Which then 
was the most ambitious? Several times was Ats- 
tria and Prussia at the feet of Napoleon, yet he suf- 
tered them toremain great powers, Have the British 
ever imitated that magnanimity in India—have they 
given up conquests twice or thrice made? Is there 
one right of things for Europe and another for 
Asia? Andas to Honaparte himself—who of us have 
not joined in reprehending him for the detention 
of Ferdinand of Spain as his prisoner, even though 
the people of Spain were carrying on a war against 
France in his name—and how quietly do we settle 
down Into the usage that WVapoleon himself has re- 
ceived, whereby the rights of hospitality were vio- 
lated, and he held as a prisoner of war, for life, at 
St. Helena. When the passions of the day have 
subsided, and history shall speak of these things, the 
names of those guilty of the outrage will never be 
mentioned but with execration. 

With such resources and means—such rich and 
extensive colonies, supporting a vast commerce, 
whereby England can buy white negroes to fight her 
battles of the many European dealers therein—xand 
in fact, with a force of more than a million of men in 
arms, located at so many points for offence or de- 
fence, the whole sustained by her naval preponder- 
ance, let the American seriously consider if we have 
not great reason to fear, or at least guard against, 
the ever-grasping ambition of that country. Recol- 
lect the sine gua now at Ghent, by which she would 
have arrested a territory trom us equal tothat of 
two of her kingdoms. 








*This a curious but a serious fact. A very large 
body of the political priests of New-England are 
avowed Unitarians, and the question has been scan- 
dalously discussed, even in the public papers, *.4re 
you a Calvimst or aCunistian? I reprehend no man 
for his religious belief, unless it interferes with the 
general good of society, and I hope there are good 
mon ef every sect and persuasion. 
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POPULATION AND WEALTH OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE. | Scilly islands 1 ,000; Guernsey 15 000; Jer- 
Doel : 2 
% OHA OANWL'4 DW * ; 53 be 20, 000; Alderney ] ,000; Sark 300; 
s Rann eEaSS & + Gibraltar (exclusive of the garrison) 
= A pct ee Te ” “ 
3 CSS SOS Py 16,000; Malta (including Goza) 94,000; 
Pag ~ <5 SRA So Ofet Heligoland 3,000— . : : : s 180,309 
oO : bos aN S OD * >. 
Se = 7 —* 3 Colonies, E%c. in North America. Canada 
m < 25 % = 300,000; New Brunswick 60,000; Nova- 
= 3 Pe aoe oe ae Scotia 100,000, Cape Breton 5,000; St. 
% > oe ae 3 wae Shay John’s, or Prince Edward’s island. 5,000; 
= zi on Newfoundland 18,000; Hudson’s Bay 146 486,146 
4 CTAOR x 
> > es «6 * © as “a 2 oe e- 2 yn . L di 3 Free 
rm .- aN z 4 . 4 . . ‘ ° T'O- 
ep P Fe = Ss de @ « oo ae © mS ‘ ee British rd pe onal persons Slaves.t 
“Tr Bint as et ee ee a 
, Be ~ , mo ~ FoR “a 
oe | Ss 5 30,U0-10,000} 350,0004- 
aoc | pS BSoFTALSs a 12 Jamaica, : SUV 10, 330, ) 
Ret = QRH ALSSN A&R {Barbadoes, =: | 15,00¢] 3,600) 39,506 
- ODO HIND wH Ty : 3.90 . 836.08 
> = > MOEDOORON KRIS Antigua, : 3,20L 1,400 36,00") } 
SS | 3 = S13 {st Vincent, : | 1,284] 1,772] 27,15¢ 
Pre an = = St. Christopher’s}| 1,2Uu} Sug} 30, ‘OUG 
> = iis P hee Nevis, + : SU}. 250 Lad 
. i =e a Vi irgin Islands, SUG; 400} 16,000) 
8 =<) = > ° ° ‘ ny. * * Gren: ida, 5 SGU 1,50¢ $2,603 ‘ 
e = A a ~ is Ea Dominica, : SU! 1,506 24,000 
a e" ae & |Trinidad,  : 2,700) 8,559] 21.831 
SS a ‘2 S |Bahamas, : 3,604) 3,300, 10,004) 
© 2 a* § E b'S a Bermudas, : 3,000 200 5,000) 
Ss | ea: i as2e5 33 Honduras, : 17V} 1,00u 3,00U) 
oe = e& aong6g°"n -& Bid 
} - Or a oP < ~ -~ _ _—e 
= | c en . UGE Sete fQ 6 941 23.0 | > | ’ 
= = =| = > =z 4.5 % = 3 é : 49 4! 33,°81 634,090} 732,37 
>) a. ae YP Ras SS Conquered West. 
=> > |} E-:> ve em 35 YB UE _ . - 
> & | 3 SB, 2u pr hoe Ss India colonies. 
P 2 | = a = om = + “— zc 2 - Tobago, g 4 470 25u 17,000 
mA ,eEofe@ £2.83 5o4 = z ot uy = its 
3s | ~: Baescoe ene ci & Si. Lucia, : SUV} 350 24,0 ots 
S'> $ @2SStR295 BF |St Martins, : S50} 255, 5UL 
he 6 DesvseseE a = Guadaloupe, : 10,900} 6,0GU| 54,G0t 
3 ose Pee 35 2 Martinique, : 12,900} 7,50U 67,304 
~ nt Seah Bee Sis —. ie Mariegalante, : 400; 8UL 8,00 
2 52.22% os n Emi GS Surrinam, : 3,1861 2,889] — 60,00L 
= Sa e2eeSesraivr & Berbice, :  : 1,0Uve} = GUU} 25,00 
3 3 — ~=— O maa = e ~ i o) > - > ? 
= SBevvgvosts ae ¥ Demarara and Es- 
oo Swesssssere 8 sequibo, — : 4,000]. 2,506 70,00) 
= AE a — Ot me ao cS = = c 4 P 440 2; arn 
~~ Q on. vet oe 1 & = uracoa, s J Uy 5,UUL 
3 w %& eee ee Se . ‘ i 
S e*c{|{|/||]2+22 ¢° {St. Eustatia, ; lug] 25t 1,80 
b-4 Of mm & -_ -~ a v. >) | med . 4 >) > 4 
~ BSDEEESE = ese § St. Croix, : 2,223) 1,164) 28,006 
. . « mo. om ~ . 2 4 " 
Qa a aSStTtTss ca St. Thomas, S3u} 1,50u 3,00 
‘St. Jobns, 15uj- 2ul 6,000] 434,832 
He estimates the total military force of the empire thus: ; : 
r = a . Ot 5 23; x BS 1 0 3 ~ 
Bri itish ‘ ; 301,000 Tatal By ° Indies, 1 V.d52 >) 9 > 4 1 6 IE 
Local militia in Great Britain 196,446 Ww 5 Free 
f . = id é 
Volunteers in ditto. 83,000 Settlements in .2/rica. ite | persona 
Militia and yeomanry in Ireland 80, 000 eons. uf’ color 
Militia and fencibles in the co- , : aM 
lomies 25,000 Cape of Gooc-Hope, _ : 20,000} 100,00. 
Foreign corps in British service 50,741—-721,187 | Sicrra-Leone, : ie 25 1,849 
Navy ° ° . : 147, 252 Senegal & its dependencies GU} 3,40u 
Matines . . $2,668—-179,990|Gorce, : : : : 3 : :} SU 3,00 
British forces in India ° 29,000 fink 
Native army in do. : » 140,900 20,6705108, 290} 128.977 
Marine do. , 9138—-169,915 
¥ z=} & Miscettas 
ap} Colonics and dependencies in Asia.) € | 3 neous 
Total ° : ° . 1,062,020 | ; Rh eae . g a1 per conal 
He gives us the following particulars of the general] ie, a ‘ 
atems, stated above: NewSouth Wales & dependenci: s| 9,65") 
Totals. pevgrge St ee 6,000) 800,000 
, . $ onrbon ~ . - fio, 400) 70,45 3,490 
*‘Fngland, =: =: : 9,538,897 ieeeer ince «s+ Reeel Seam lc 
Wales, : : : : 611,788 Java and its dependencies + [12,0+ cf 1,000,000) 
Scetland, : : ‘ 1,895,688 | “| 
Gl ose] 140, 150/1,807,4@6) 2.009 09S 
Ireland, : : - 2 4 500, 900 jo 11,807,4@6) 2.00909 
*26,456,303) .— nai 





Dependencies in Europe. Isle of Man 30,000; 
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calls these “negro laborers”—a cotty’ - 
1: race—w a “ont them awe nas they are” 
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a 
: Last India Company’s pos-| Euro- Natives. | St. Christopher’s 3,783,800 
. sessions peans ee Nevis 1,750,100 
A Montseratt 1,087,440 
| Bengal 2,03.5}29,010,968 Virgin Islands 1,093,400 
a Madras : 743} 10,800,974 Grenada 4,994,365 
‘ Bombay 3 : 640 60,018 Dominica 3,056,000 
‘a Fort Marlboro’, Bencoo- Trinidad 4,932,705 
‘ Ie... : aes 69 Bahamas 2,041,500 
My) — Prince of Wales’ Island | 101] “18,402 Bermudas 1,111,000 
Week Canton : : 23 Honduras 578,760 100,014,864 
i af St. Helena : : 1,522 2,000 14 conquered West India colo- 
eek Army and marine in Indi: | 20,113} 140,800 nies, 8c. viz: 
yet Tobago 2,682,920 
ia 25,246/40,033,162| 49 95¢,408|St. Lucia 2,929,000 
i) aH | St. Martin’s 362,100 
ar i Army and navy, ingluding foreign troops, as before stated 671,241 Martinique 11,090,000 
Se Grand total, - : - 61,157,433] Guadaloupe 13,611,000 
} wPP - bom sy pas ne the colonies or dependencies Mariegelante 11 va ade 
ah LpOn yes 9% bee : Surinam 6 2d, 
4 id 1,447,346 Bcc ana hic aga Berbice 7,415,160 
oe Pa cep aga Demerara and Esse- 
a] Se ce age quibo 18,410,480 
Bie The fo'lowing is the Doctor’s estimate of the value |Curacoa 1,187,000 
i eh of the landed and other public and private pro- |St. Eustatia 415,900 
hy Re perty in Great Britain and Ireland, and the colo- |St. Croix 3,728,640 
fi eft nies, &c. St. Thomas 747,800 : 
} bei, SNGLAND AND WaLes— St. Johns 538,000 75,220,008 
tw Productive private £ £ 4. settlements in Africa, viz: 
(eee | property, 1,543,400,000 Senegal, &c. 350,200 
1 ee Unproductive, 271,500,000—1,814,900,000 | Goree 120,100 
2 ScorLann. Sierra Leone 200,200 
He Productivé, 939,580,000 Cape of Good-Hope 4,100,000 4,790,508 
Unproductive, 38,500,000 978,080,000! 5 colonies and dependencies in 
IRELAND. Asta, viz: 
Productive, 467,660,000 New South Wales, &c. 860,000 
Unproductive, 87,000,000 554;660,000|Ceylon 10,420,000 
Public property in Isle of Bourbon 9,528,750 
England & Wales 32,000,000 Isle of France 10,212,340 
Scotland 3,000,000 Java and dependencies 7,700,000 38,721,098 
freland 9,000,000 East India Company’s posses- 
Common to Great- sions. 
Britain and Ire- = (Cash, stores, stocks 
land, as the navy, & | of all kinds, per re- 
military, ordnance , port of 10th July, 
stores, kc. - 45,000,000 89,000,000 |-2 \ 1812, : 18,703.368 
3 | Buildings, fortifica- 
£2,736,640,000|5 (tions, ships, &c. &e. 12,693,295 $1,396,668 
. (Lands and stock $50,458,060 
Great Britain and Ireland,as above  2,736,640,000 = Buildings,merchan- 
9 dependencies in Europe, viz: ~ |] dize, furniture, and 
¥ste of Man 3,502,050 &< floating property, 
Scilly Islands 90,500 = | &e. : : 510,060,000 
Cruernsey 2,584,850 = | Local shipping 593,028 
Jersey 2,610,030 % Circulating specie 180,000,000 1,041,031,088 
Alderney 245,400 
Sark 222,500 Grand total estimated value of the 
Gibraltar 5,130,000 landed and public and private 
Malta with Goza 7,740,000 property of the British empire in 
Heligoland 56,000 22,161,330} all parts of the world, : €4,081,530,89$ 
Re 7 colonies and dependencies in 
Ne North America, viz: $18,120,887,173 
: Canadzs 23,412,360 
16 New Brunswick 4,720,000 
t Nova Scotia 9,803,000 The preceding extracts from Dr. Colguhoun’s 
ae Jape Breton 493,500 voluminous and curious work, may suffice all pre- 
oF St. Johns or Prince Ed- sent purposes, and for the subject we are treating 
tee ward’s . - 1,022,500 more particulariy of. Yet there appears to have 
bf Newfoundland 6,973,000 , been a disposition rather to conceal the magnitude 
et: Hudson’s Bay 150,000 46,575,360\of the British possessions in the East Indies; but 
ii. 14 Vest didia colomes, &c. viz: perhaps several changes may have taken place since 
‘a Jamaica 58,125,298 the statement was made out; and, besides, several 
y stiurbacoes 9,089,630 of the “conquered colonies,” &c. may have been 
i Antigua é 4,364,009 restored while new acquisitions have also been 
oe St. Vinéent’s 43006, 866 gained. The following is an attempt to shew the 
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present population and extent in square miles, of 
the British empire, in all parts of the world: 





EXTENT AND POPULATION OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE. 











Sq. miles. | Population 
Great Britain and Ireland A.| 104,656/16,456,303 
Dependencies in Europe __ ‘iB. 453} 180,300 
Army and navy ’ 671,241 
Yonian Isles, under the pro- 
tection of G. Britain C. 900} 200,000 
British colonies in N. Ame- 
rica, and their dependen- 
cies, ; : D.}| 567,050} 606,146 
——— W. India islands, co- 
lonies : 9,650} 732,171 
———— possessions in Afri- 
ca : ; F{ 160,000} 128,977 
~——-— colonies and depen- 
dencies in Asia, includ- 
ing the East India com- 
Pany’s possessions G.| 628,700177,959,304 
Grand total, : 1,471,409|96,934,442 








In estimating the square miles we might have 
added perhaps 3,000,000 for the sovereignty claim- 
ed by Great Britain over Wew Holland and other 
places; but this would swell the amount far beyond 
what the nature of the thing could fairly bear. De- 


ducting from the above 471,409 square miles for |. 


her wild, uncultivated, inhospitable and scarcely 
habitable regions in North America, we may Say, 
with what appears to me an entire regard to truth 
and justice, that the British sceptre governs not 
less than ninety-five millions of the human race, and 
extends itself over a million of square miles of thick- 
ly populated countries. 
NOTES. 

A. England 49,465; Scotland 27,749; Ireland 
27,457 square miles: ‘The population from Colqu- 
houn. 

B. Isle of Man 160; Guernsey 50; Jersey 43; Mal- 
ta 150 square miles. The Scilly islands, with Al- 
derney, Sark, Gibraltar and Heligoland may have in 
the whole about 50—in all 453. The population 
from Colquhoun. 

C. The Ionian isles, which to all purposes of of- 
fence or defence, and of resource and supply, may 
be considered as an integral part of the British em- 
pire, though they have a nominal independence, are 
1. Corfu; 2. Faro; 3. Santa Maura; 4. Cephalonia; 
5. Theaki (the ancient Ithaca); 6. Zante; 7. Cerigo. 
They have in all about 900 square miles and 200,000 
inhabitants. As the key of the Adriatic sea, they 
are of great.importance to the British nation, and 
by their position as well as their own proper resour- 
ces, open a field for a very extensive and very pro- 
fitable commerce. 

D. Canada has a population of not less than 420,000, 
and the other settlements are probably better peo- 
pled than Colquhoun has stated them to be; but for 
want of other data we admit his in respect tothe last, 
and assume 606,146 as the whole population of the 
British colonies, &c. in North America. 

The extent of these possessions may be thus esti- 
mated—Canada 150,000; New-Brunswick and Nova- 
Scotia 57,000; Cape Breton 4,000; St. John’s or 
Prince Edward’s island 1800; Newfoundland 35,500; 
Hudson’s bay 318,750—in all 567,050 square miles: 
but avast part of this country is a howling waste, 
and will probably remain so for ever, unless there 
be some great revolution in nature. The British, 


powever, claim the sovereignty of the soil. 


St. Vincent 100; St. Christopher’s 100; Montseratt 
and Nevis 40; Granada 200; Trinidad 2500;: €:« Ba- 
hamas, Bermudas, Virgin-Islands, &c. ahout 220; 
Dominica 200; total British West-Indies 9,650 squave 
miles. Population from Colquhoun. 

F. The colony of the Cape of Good Hope, as. 
claimed by the Dutch, issaid to have been 550 miles 
long and 315 miles wide, and may have contained 
about 150,000 square miles. Bourbon and the isle , 
of France, we believe, have been restored, and we -° 
know but little of the extent of the other settle- 
ments. : 

G. The following statistical view of Asia (observes 
the editor of the Aurora, on republishing the arti- 
cle in his paper, and no man in America is, pet- 
haps, as well acquainted with the affairs of India as 
Mr. Duane_) is froma late English publication, and 
is much more full and concurrent with the best. 
knowledge of that part of the world, than any that 
we have seen. 





Geo. sqr. 














HINDUSTAN. — Population 
mile. 

Bengal, Bahar and Orissa - - 162,00°} 29,400,000 
Acquisitions in Orissa and Hindustan in 1799 60,0007 10,000,000 
Under Bengal presidency, - 222,000} 39,000,000 

Madras presidency . - - 125,000F 12,000,000 
Bombay presidency - - - 19,000] 2,500,000 
Total English Hindustan - 357,000} 53,500,000 

Vassals. 

Oude Nawav - - : ~ 13,000] 2,000,000 
Peishwa and Guicowar - ‘ §3,000} 5,000,060 
Nizam, . « - - * 76,00C} 2,000,000 
Mysore Rajah, Hindu - : . 22,000] 2,000,006 
Travancore and Cochin - e ° 5,000 500,000 





- os 


British and vassals 


526,000) 71,000,000 
Independent princes § Scindea, Holkar, 














75,0 

Mahrattahs, and other chiefs. a eee 
Nagpoor - - . - - 58.000] 3,000,000 
Napal or Ghorkalis, - : - 63,900} 2,000,000 
Seiks and Lahore, - : : §4,000} 4,000,000 
— ee -—7"-e 
foaceeun, Oudeypoor, Jeynagur, and other | 776,000} 86,000,000 

yc poots; oy 
Ameers of Sind, Cabul, Casimere, Pootan, [| 22*.000) 15,000,000 

Assam, Grand Coollee, and other natives, J 

fotal Hindustan - - $1,020,000) 101,000,000 


With this light before us we may come to a toler 
ably correct conclusion of the extent and popula- 
tion of the British empire in Asia. 

















Square 
sellin. Population 
Subjects and vassals, for every essential pur. 
pose the same, in - ’ 526,000 71.000 .000 
Recent conquests in Hindustan—seizures Cee 
and usurpations in Napaul, the country of ' 
the Seiks, ke. &e. ° e ° 75,000 6 000 000 
Ceylon, - - : - - 27,700 "306,000 
New South Wales - - - : millions 0.659 
| Prince of Wales’ island, - . unknown 18.500 
Othes wer and settlements in the Indian . 
and Pacific oceans - : - unknown 
Add Europeans, including the army & navy | yo 
’ 











Total . ° - 


- | 628,760} 77,959,364 
Norre—Java and its dependencies, and Bourko: 
and the Isle of France, are excluded from this esti. 
mate. The estimate of the “Europeans” jn those 
countries must be a great deal toolow; thoueh it js 
true that the hapless Indians are more enslaved by 
thefr own divisions, excited by the British, than b. 
British force. The rule of the East-India company 

(those butchers, before whom Cortez and Pizarvy 
sink into mere babes and sucklings in the busines; 
of desolation) is—when they discover any of ‘the 
native powers disposed to live in peace and prosper 

to excite jealousies, and by all sorts of bribery and 
corruption, bring them to cutting each others 





“ E, Jamaica 6000; Barbadoes 140; Antigua 150; 


throats, caring but little who beats, so that massacre 
































7 . 





arms to obtain or maintain British ascendancy in 


_company.. General Burgoyne was chairman of the 
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has been sufficiently extensive. The wanton de-, 
struction of the people by such intrigues, and by 


Asia, has not been less than furty millions. The vil- 
lains guilty of this—talk of Bonaparte’s enormities! 
~ In 1779, an enquiry took place before the. house 
of commons, as to the conduct of the East India 


committee. He says, that “such a scene of iniquity, 
rapine and j2justice, such unheard of cruelties, such 
open violations of every rule of morality, every tie 
of religion, and every principle of good government; 
was never before discovered; and that, through the 
whole of the. investigation, he could not find a single 
spot, whereon to lay.his finger, it being equally one 
mass of most unheard of villanies, and the most no- 
‘torious corruption.” This passage occurs in the first 
of more than 300 pages, all in the same style. 

_ Br. Richard Price was honored with the thanks 
of the city of London, and presented with the free- 
dom of that metropolis, in token of approval of the 
publication from which we make the following ex- 
tract:—; 
~ Turn vour eyes to India: there more has been 
done than is now attempted in America: there Eng- 
lishmen, actuated. by the love of plunder. and the 
spirit of conquest, have depopulated whole king- 
doms, and ruined millions of innocent people, by the 
most infamous oppression and rapacity! The justice, 
of the nation has slept over those enormities' Will 
the justice of Heaven sleep? Are we not execrated 
on both sides of the globe?” 


Arms to the Militia. 
INSENATE. * 
Department of War, April 8, 1816. 

Sin—In obedience to, the resolution of the senate 
of the 3d instant, directmg the secretary of this 
department to lav before the senate a statement of 
the sums expended in the purchase or manufacture 
of arms and military equipments for the militia, in 
pursuance of the aci of the 23d of April, 1808, en 
titled “an act making provision for arming’ and 
equipping the whole body of the militia of the 
United States,” and also a statement of the arms and 
military equipments which have been so provided, 
and of the distribution thereof, in execution of that 
act, I have the honor to transmit the enclosed 
statemenis. ] am;sir, respectfully, your most obd’t 
and very humble serv’t WM. H. CRAWFORD. 

Hon. John Gaillurd, president pro tem. of the senate. 

(corr.) 
Superintendunt General’s Offce, 
Washington, January 30, 1816. 
Sir—I have the honor to transmit you a state- 








propriations-on: the settle- 
ment . of 
counts, -- 


surplus ‘fund in “I8t2 and 


-Sum applied to other ap- 


* 


individual .ac- 
43,454 76 
Amount carried to the *+ --* ¢ ° 


1813, 180,000 00 


“2 





$953,454 76 





Sum expended for the purchase of : 
, $646,545 24 


The following is an abstract of the “partial ‘statement 
of muskets delivered to the militia of the several states 
and. territories,” referred to in the preceding— 


sufficient in detail for every ordinary purpose. 
Previous to Since Dee, 





Dee. 74, 1812, 24, 1812. Total, 
New-Hampshire . 1,000 400 1,406 
Massachusetts » 1,00Q 2,439 3,439 
Rhode-Island . . . . 3,000 1,000 2,000 
Connecticut . . : : 2,000 2,000 
Vermont... . . 2,000 500 2,500 
New-York : : 19,3894 19,394 
New-Jersey . 1,009 3,485 4,485 
oe eae : 9,350 9,350 
Delaware.“ . wm. ..: 1,650 1,650 
Miagpylamd =... 4 : 4,329 4,329 
pi i IM a 7,030 75/37 
North-Carolina . 2,180 : 2,180 
South-Carolina . . . . 2,000 : 2,000 
_ . ee AR 33545 4,545 
eo. «aS te 3,933 5,453 
Kentucky ‘ 1,500 3,065 4,565 
er. . «15 ‘4 73 1,575 
Louisiana es ia 250 3,085 3,335 
Columbia district . : 3,520 3,520 
Mississippi territory : : : 
Missouri es < Gera 114 114 
[liinois do . 916 450 666 
Indiana ete ie : ; 
Michigan do. . 
Total . ‘ . , , 86,257 








Banks. 


In the council of revision for the state of New-York, 
April 5, 1816. 

Resolved, That it appears improper to the council, 
that the bill engitled “an act to incorporate the bank 
of Niagara,” should become a law of this state— 

Because the bill is destitute of due and adequate 
provision to secure the punctual payments, upon 
demand, of the notes of the bank in lawful monies 
of the United States. It is a fact of public notorie- 





ment of muskets delivered to the several states and | 
territories under the act of the 3d of April, 1808, for | 
arming the whole body of the militia. | 

“SAlso a partial statement of muskets delivered to! 
the militia of the several states and territories, since: 
the Ist of April, 1813, so far as ean be ascertained | 
from the returns received at this office. Several’ 
important returns are yet wanting; as soon as re-| 
ceived an additional statement wiil be transmitted. 


ty, that the several incorporated banks within this 
State have for some time past refused to redeem 
their bills by paying the same in specie, As this re- 
fusal has existed for upwards of a year past, though 
the country has in that time been in a state of peace, 
the evil grows more inveterate and alarming by the 
continuance of such refusal. This is the first in- 
stance of a bill for the erection a new bank since 
the existing banks have discontinued specie pay- 


_ Jam, sir, with great respect, &c. 
(Signed) RICHARD CUTTS, 
Superintendant general of military supplies. 

Hon. Wm. H. Crawford, secretary of war. 

Toiai amount appropriated for arming and equip- 
ping the militia under the act of the 23d April, 
éigiiteen hundred and eight, $1,600,000 00 

Amount transferred from | 
this to other specific ap- 
propriations. 


730,009 


* jments, and the occasion seems to require some new 


jand effectual provision, beyond the mere increase 
lof interest, to guard against the repetition of an evil 
not anticipated when the cxisting banks were incor- 
jporated. And it appeurs to the council to be re- 
pugnant to the dictates of sound policy, to institute, 
under the present state of things, any new bank, 
unless the charter thereof contain some express and 
decided sense of the legislature, that the duty must 





'be deemed indispensabte to pay their notes, on de- 
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‘mand, in moniés that are or shall be a tender by 
Aaw. And if the duty be indispensable, the privilege 
of issuing notes ought to be made to rest as a con- 
dition upon the performance of that duty, and to 
cease when the condition is not fulfilled. 

Ordered, That the seeretary deliver a copy of the 
preceding resolution and objections, together with 
the said bill, to the honorabie the senate. 

R. TILLOTSON, secretary of state. 


2. 


Battle of the Beaver Dams. 


Colonel Berstler to the people of the’ United States. 
Immediately after the close of the late war with 








Great Britain, I left the United States for South : 


America, and have since been to Europe. On my 
return I deeply regret to find, that slander and mis- 
representation have not yet ceased to assail my 
conduct in regard to the “battle of the Beaver 
Dams,” which took place in Upper Canada in June 
1813.* A respect for those, whose opinion I value, 
induces me therefore, at this distant period of time, 
to publish the following “statement of facts” de- 
duced by an honorabje military court, from the 
testimony of numerous witnesses, and the “opinion” 
of that court founded on those facts; belicving con- 
fidently that this will be sufficient to convince all 
candid minds, thatalthough unfortunate, I have not 
been wanting in my duty to my country. Every 
misstatement and false account of the affair of the 
“‘Beaver-dams” having been given tothe public, the 
editors of periodical publications and newspapers, 
are earnestly solicited to aid the cause of justice, by 
inserting this document. Baltimore, April 20, 1816. 


REPORYT. Battimone 17th Feb. 1815. 
Lhe court met pursuant to adjournment. 

The court having heard and considered the tes- 
timony adduced in this case, have the honor to re- 
port to the honorable the secretary of war the fol- 
lowing statement of facts. 

That on the 23d day of June, 1813, a detachment 
of the army of the U. S. then stationed at Fort 
George in Upper Canada, was ordered to proceed 
against an advanced post of the enemy at Decoos 
stone house. That a detail of 575 men, in propor- 


fantry, was selected for the command; tlie riflemen 


were not furnished according to the:detail and the 


expedition proceeded without them 








proved to have been “to batter down De Coos stone 
“house, said to be fortified, and garrisoned by a com- 
“pany of regulars and 60 or 100 Indians, and cap- 
“ture or dislodge the enemy stationed there.” 

On the same day, that is, on the 25d June, 1815, 
the picquets of the American army covered ground 
to the extent of two miles in front of Fort George, 
and no more. | 

And the advanced posts of the enemy, three in 

number, were— i 
1. At St Catharine’s on the lake road, nine and an 
half miles from Fort George, and deenied the 
strongest, lieut. col. De Herrn commanding. 
Attwenty-mile creek, sixteen and a half miles 
from Fort George, It. col. Bishop commanding. 
At De Coos stone house, seventeen and a half 
miles from Fort George, via Queenston, and six- 
teen via St. Catherine’s, lieut. Fitz Gibbon com- 
manding; 2#d in advance of this post, and one and 
an half miles from it, and near the road leading 
toit, acamp of 450 or 509 Indians, of which no- 
thing had been known, 
A plan of the ground is submitted to shew the 
relative positions of these posts, how they support- 
ed each other at the distance of six or seven miles, 
lying in the form of a triangle, and the point to be 
attacked the most distant of the three. 

The intermediate country between the two armies 
was, in general, covered with thick wood. 

No force was sent out to amuse or divert lieut. 
cols. De Herrn and Bishop, while the post at De 
Coos should be attacked. A simultaneous mobve- 
ment had been planned against St. Catharine’s(lieut. 
col. De Herrn) but was not executed. 

The expedition under lieut. col. Beerstler ap- 
pears to have been founded upon intelligence de- 
rived from capt. Chapin. His information is proved 
te have been erroneous. 

‘Khe guide furnished to conduct the expedition 
was the same capt. Chapin; and at nine or ten miles 


2. 


J. 








‘rant of the roads. 


inext morning. 
isilence, without lights, and having taking precau- 


from Fort George he was, or appeared to be, igno- 
Lieut. col. Berstler took an in- 
habitant of the country and compelled him to be- 
come the guide. 


The detachment was ordered to lay at Queenston 


er , fon the night of the 23d, : ar 
tions of infantry, artillery, dragoons and riflemen, |° 5 23d, and to march early the 


accompanied by a party of mounted gun-men under 
captain Chapin, were ordered for the expedition, 
and that lieut. col. Charles G. Berstler, of 14th In- 


It did so; laying upon its arms, in 


|tions to avoid surprise, and to preyent the country 


;people from carrying intelligence to the enemy. 


| On the march, advance and rear guards, with 
iflankers from each side, were kept constantly out. 


|Captain Chapin’s mounted men formed the advanced 








































The infantry carried in their boxes thirty-two guard, end frequently pushed out patroles i 
‘ P india ot. tei avtetBiess snnz, |p uatas , Ntiv shed out patroles in search 
rounds of musket-ball cartridges, and the emmuni- Ce debeweries: ] 


tion wagon contained a reserve of 5 or 6000 reunds. ! : ; ; ; 

The avatlery, two field pieces, was well supplied a ?e —_ eget and sypty o’elock, wy let | of the 
with fixed ammunition of round and cannister shot. is . if wie called the og she Dams, —_ 

The expedition was accompanied by two four *"° 4 0® “ z es Te - J $08, the enemy’s ine 
horse waggons, carrying the ammunition and provi- gee anh f. pyre nits Bartek: from the woods 
sions, without entrenching tools; and was not fol-| 4h ot ge _* Ach ~ perrge and we eee 
lowed by any detachment on which it could fal |* eae ae is . rt had marched. Phe action 
hack in the eveit ‘of disaster.’ It was ordered to Fees ey pene semi and the column quickly 
march upon the Queenston an¢ St. David’s road,and | iti A eee Sy Sees, fought at the same time to 
to return upon the same route. the front and to the rear. ‘Lieut. colonel Berstler 


. . was at the head of t ‘st, f aior Tavlor : 
No copy of the commanding-gencral’s order now |, *~ {the first, and major Taylor at the 
remains. _ ‘ ihead of the secend. 


The book in which it was entered, and, The -enbion ‘eaiemid "eige | 
the original have both been lost through the casu-} : wmued upwaras of three hours, 


alties of war: but the object of the expedition ig{ Phe American ipo 9 contended with a eke sa 

. : 3 force of indians, British regulars and provincials. 
*It may, perhaps, in a great measure be atiributed | Several changes of position, rendered necessarv by 
to a want of information before the public, as my, circumstances, had been ordered, and exectited in 
oficial account of that affair, though received by the} an orderly and military manner; and every officer 


commanding general a few days afier my capture, Iwas at the head of his command, aiid every company 








fias never reached the war department, or been seen| did its duty, a majority of the mounted guienren 
3 the public—It was suppreseed. 


and their commander excepted. 


Ae ae 


= 
= ~ ees 


‘ 
SS 


oo 
& ees 
™_ 


“= 


Se = oy St 
Sa Tae ee es a a a 





<a 





120 NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—SATURDAY, APRIL 20, 1816. 








. 
_— 


But the ammunition had been nearly expended— 
all the boxes had been exhausted of their car- 
tridges, replenished from the waggon, and again 
nearly exhausted ; the waggon itseif was emptied, 
or nearly so; the artillery had but two or three 
rounds of cannister, and a small number of round 
shot remaining. The! eat of the day was oppressive, 
and themen exhausted with the length of the action 
and she march of the morning. 

“eveniy or eighty of the detachment were killed 
or wounded—ltieut, col. Beerstler, captain Maches- 
ny, captam Cummings and lieutenants Marshall and 
Randall were among the latter. ! 

About noon, lieut. col. De Herrn arrived from St. 
Ca harine’s, and brought with him 129 infantry, 25 
or 30 dragoons, and some provincials. 

The enemy occupied in force the road upon which 
the detachment had marched. 

Lieut. col. Berstier cailected the effectives of his 
command, formed them into column, and gave in 
person his orders and the explanation of his object, 
**ta clear the road by a charge and retreat to Fort 
George.” His force under arms was diminished one. 
third; not altogether by death and wounds, but 
partly from the various causes which conspire to 
thin tne ranks ofall iroops during an engagement. All 
the wounded were brought to the centre of the co- 
iumn, and there were but 2 waggons to receive them. 

When the column was ready to be put in motion, 
a British oficer advanced and demanded its sur- 
render; the demand was instantly and decisively 
rjected by colonel Barstier: the officer retired and 
p’esenily returned with a renewal of the demand, 
staiing the great superiority of his force, and pro- 
posing that an American officer should be sent to 

view them. Lieut. Kearney, of the 14th infantry, 
was accordingly sent, but a senior officer having 
come upon the ground, rgfused to permit the exa- 
mination, bui renewed the demand for a surrender— 
1% was added that the American wounded could 
then be protected, but if the action recommenced 
they (the Bri ish officers) could not be responsible 
for the conduct of the indians. ) 

-Lieu*. col. Berstler referred to the officers about 
him for their epinion; they deemed it advisable to 
surrender if honorable terms could be had, and the 
detacnment was accordingly surrendered prisoners 
of war, tlie officers retaining their horses, arms and 
baggage. 

The force of the enemy at the time of the sur- 
render amounted ta 7 or 800 men, comprising -be. 
tween 450 and 500 indians, about 300 regular and 
provincial infantry, 25 or 30 dragoons, and a small 
number of fencibles; and exclusive of 250 infantry, 
following lieut. colonel Bishop from Twenty Mile 
ereck, and. arrived near the ground at the close of 
the action. | 

And ii does not appear, but the contrary is proved 
(so far as a negative can be proved) that lieut. col. 
Berstler sent any messenger to Fort George to 
demand reinforcements, and to say that he would 
maintain his ground until they arrived. , 

Whereupon the court respectfully submit to the 
honorable the secretury of war, the following 

OPINION. 

That the march of the detachment from Fort 
George to the “Beaver Dams” on the 23d and 24th 
dane, 1515, under the command of lieut, colonel 
Boersiler, was made in an orderly, vigilant and 
Nuiitary Maniver. 

That the personal deportment of lieut. col. Berst- 
Jer in the action which followed, was that of a 
brave, zealous and deiiberate officer; and the con- 
dact of the regular officers and men under his gom- 


mand was equally honorable to themselves and tg 
their country. 7 
That a retreat from the field, after the force of 
the enemy had been ascertained, could not be jus- 
tified on any military principle; and if attempted, 
in column, must have exposed the men to certain 
death in their ranks, with very little means of resis- 
tance; if by dispersion, the immediate massacre of 
the wounded, and the slaughter in detail of a mul- 
titude of exhausted and tired fugitives, must have 
been the inevitable consequence. gi : 
That the surrender was justified by existing cir- 


|cumstances, and that the misfortune of the day 3§ 


not to be ascribed to Heut. col. Berstler, or the de- 
tachment under his command. : } 

And the court is unanimous in the expression of 
this opinion and foregoing report of fucts. —_ 

(Signed) JAMES P. PRESTON, Col. 25d Inft. 

President of court of enquiry. 

Attest,—Lewis B. Wiuurs, Capt. 12th Inft. 

Recorder to the court eS 

A copy of the articles of the capitulatzon is sub- 
joined, as also a part of maj. gen. Lewis’s deposition: 
Particulars of the capitulation made between captain 

M Dowell, on the part of teut. col. Baerstler, of the 

United States? army, and major De Herrn, of his 

Britannic majesty’s Canadian regiment, on the part 

of lieut. col. Bishop, commanding the advance of the 

British, respecting the surrender of the force under 

the command of lieut. col. Berstler: 

; 94th June, 1813. 

First—That lieut..col. Berstler and the force un- 
der his command, shail surrender prisoners of war. 

Second—That the officers shall retain their horses, 
arms and baggage. 

Third—That the non-commissioned officers and 
soldiers shall lay down their arms at the head of the 
Biitish column, and become prisoners of war. — 

That the militia and volunteers, accompanying 
the attachment of col. Berstler, shail be permitted 
to return to the United States on parole. 

Signed ANDREW M‘DOWELL, 

Capt. U. S. Light Artil’ry. 
Acceded to, C.G. BOERSTLER, It. col. 
Com’dg detach’t U.S. army, 
W. DE HERRN, 
Major com’dg regiment. 
CECIL BISHOP, It. col. 
‘Com’dg troops in advance. 
Extract from major-general Lewis’ deposition: 

‘To the sixth and seventh interrogatories this 
deponent answers, that .he was frequently pressed 
to send a detachment to the vicinity of the Beaver 
Dams, during the latter days of his command at 
Fort George, which he always resisted, because the 


lobject propused to be achieved, he considered vastly 


inferior to the risk; and because the position and 
meuns of the enemy enabled him to reinforce with 
far greater facility than the American army could. 
So strong were these impressions on the mind of 
this deponent, that when he quitted that command, ° 
he earnestly advised the gentleman on whom it de- 
volved, to resist the youthful ardent spirits which 
would probably beset him on the subject; asgurimg 
him that any detachment sent on that service, tn- 
less very powerful, would probably be sacrificed; 
and be, perhaps, thereby, disenabled to take pos- 
session of the heights when the necessary transpor- 
tution could be furnished, which this deponent was 
of opinion ought to.be done.* par 
> * What think you of this, reader? Major-general Lewis having 
been goue vut a few days from Fort George, when, notwithstand - 
ing the salutary advice he had given, colonel Beerstier was selecte 


8 Westic ; for adjutant gener- 
to go upon this idestical expedition; for the then at genet 
al has testified befure the court that it was not colonel Boevstlr's, 








regular tow of duty, agreeably to the roster, 
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DIAGRAM, : 

‘Fo shew the relative positions, distances, &c. attached by the court to the proceedings in 
the case of colonel 'Beerstler. : 
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British Parliament. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS—FrEBRVARY 12, 1816. 

Financial state of the Nation.—The chancellor 
of the exchequer moved, that the house should 
resolve itself intoa committee of supply, and that 
the estimate for the present year should be referred 
tothesame. The house accordingly went into the 
committee. 

The chancellor of the exchequer should first 
state to the house how the government stood with 
regard to exchequer bills. Bills te the amount 
of twelve millions and a half were to be provid- 
ed for, which were issued on the 15th November 
last. Othc.3s were becoming due, to the amount 
of four miliions and a half, and one miltion and 
4 half had been left unprovided for from the for- 
mer year. It had been expected that he should 


general statement of the supply of ways and means 
for the year, which he had agreed to, though it had 
not been usual on former occasions, At a time 
when this country had escaped from the imminent 
dangers by which, she had been surrounded, and 
when notwithstanding, complaints were made of 
great distress, such a general view might be ne- 
cessary to form a judgment of our precise situation. 
The house would be aware that he would labor un- 
der considerable difficulty in making such a state- 
ment, but he should endeavor to state the supply 
upon such a scale as to leave room for considerable 
alterations, if afterwards found necessary. The 
house would see as well as he did the peculiar crisis 
in which we were placed, which was unexampled in 
history, though not less on that account, redounding 
to our honor. We had arrived at length at the end 
of a war. which was begun and eantieded for the 
preservation of the liberties of mankind. 

With respect to the distresses of the country, 
the people had only to exercise that firmness from 
which, we had seen so many grand results; a line 
of conduct had been pursued, which had been 
recommended by that house, and he hoped never 
recominended in vain, and from such a line of 
persevering conduct it was that the people might 
look forward to prosperity restored, and the com- 
merce of their country revived. He should take 
a short view of the state of the finances at the 
beginning of the present year and the close of the 
last. He should likewise be induced to enter into 
a short review of the difficulties of the country. He 
should then take a general view of the supply that 
would be proposed at another time, and of the ways 
and means which would be most ‘likely to meet 
this supply. First, then, he should proceed to a 
view of the state of the revenue in the former and 
present year. The customs in the year ending 
January 6, 1815, produced 11,059,000/. and in the 
year ending January 6, 1816, 10,487,000!.—The ex- 
cise in 1814, 24,145,000/. and in 1815, 26,562,000/. 
There had been an increase of licenses in the excise, 
and some other slight additions which had produced 
about 100,000/. extra. The stamps had in 1814, 
produced 5,589,00U2. and in 4815, 5,865,000l. The 
post office had been much more productive than in 
a former year. The assessed taxes had produced last 
vear, 6,411,000/. which was less by 200,000/. than 
athe amount of former years; -but the diminution 
arose rather from the delay in paying than any 
faiiure in the tax itself. The property wax, in 
1814, had produced 14,213,000, and in 1815, 
14,318 0007. The land tax, in 1814, 1,049,000/- 
and in 1815, 1,079 000/. The total of the revenue 





The increase of something more than a milliot 
which appeared in the total amount was satisfacto- 
ry, inasmuck as it shewed the flourishing state of 
the revenue, notwithstanding all the difficulties the 
country had to encounter. He should remind the 
house that several large sums were granted to.mcet 
the danger which we were about to encounter du- 
ring the last session of parliament. ‘The contest 
was almost miraculously ended in. a much shorter 
time than had been expected, and in a manner that 
would hand down our names and the deeds of our 
countrymen with honor to postérity. The supply 
was granted on the 14tliof June, and he had re- 


‘membered that it was suggested in the house, that 


it would fall as much short of the wants of the coun- 
try as the grants of former periods had done; and 
that to suppose that the allied armies could pene- 
trate into France,was ridiculous and absurd. Scarce- 
ly a day had elapsed from the granting of the sup- 
ply, when the attack upon Charleroi commenced and 
was followed by the flight of the chief of the ene- 
my and the downfall of his empire. The unfunded 
debt had been reduced by the payment of 
21,000,000/. and since it had been reduced by as 
much more; so that the whole unfunded debt had 
been brought down from 68,547,000°to 47,700,0002 


Iie should now shortly enter upon the state of 
ourcommerce. The Britishmanufactures exported 
in the turee-fourths of the year, ending October 10, 
1814, amounted to 37,167;000/. and in three-fourths 
ending October 10, 1815; to 42,425,0007. The cot- 
ton manufactures exported in 1814, amounted to 
13,169,0002 and in 1815, to 15,376,000/. The ex- 
portation of linen had been considerably more than 
in former years. The wool exported in 1814 pro- 
duced 6,141,000/. and in 1815, 8,844,0007. By this 
evident increase of the exports of our manufactures, 
he didnot mean to imply that the country was not 
really in a state of distress; but the causes of our 
situation should be consideted. He would have the 
house to. remember what material alterations had 
taken place in the price of articles, in consequence 
of the vicissitudes of the war. If the sum which 
might be wanted should/be raised at once, and in 
one loan, it might greatly increase the public dis- 
tress; but it the money that was required should be 
taken, as it were a.guinea from every man, the 
great mass of population would feel very liitle ad- 
ditional inconvenience. Of the taxes, he hoped 
many would be made less oppressive than they for- 
merly had been, and some, perhaps, entirely abo!:sh- 
ed. He intended considerably to reduce the rate 
of the tenants’ pari of the property tax, which had 
pressed formerly too heavily upon the agricultural 
interest; andthe tax upon farming horses was not 
meant to be continued. 


The latter was a tax which was peculiarly oppres- 
sive to the farmers, and as it had been obnoxious to 
them in the more immediate pursuits of agriculture, 
the plowing and preparing of their land, he hoped the 
agriculturat interest would receive 2 material bene- 
fit. Theright hon. gentlemen again disavowed any 
intention of pressing upon the monied interest for 
a loan, and considered that his refraining from any 
application for such a purpose wouid be greatly te 
the advantage of public credit. He then proceed- 
ed to the expenses of the present year. Le should 
give a gencral idea of what the expenditure would 
be, though he could not say that considerable dimi- 
nutions might not hereafier take place. It could 
not be expected that a great comparative diminution 
would be madé.in the very first year atier the war, 
whem it was remembered tiat the committce of 1786 





in 1814, amounted to 65,440,0002 and in 1815, to 
66,443,000/. 


kept up much of the war expenditure three yeats 
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after a peace had been made, and some of 1t in 179u, 
nearly seven years after that time. 

It was the intention of government to have, as a ts 
peace establishment, 33,000 seamen. Between. 1780 Leaves ‘for England £26,438,000 
and 1790, the navy peace establishment varied be-| The right honorable gentleman then proceeded to 
tween 20,000 and 16,000 men. For the expenses of state the ways and means, which he was happy he 
the navy about 7,000,000/. was required. With could doin a novel and satisfactory manner. “The 
respect to the army 25,000 troops were required | surplus of the unapplied grants of last year he stated 
for England, and the same for Ireland, c- valry and ‘at 3,000,000/. There was a reduction inthe unfund- 
infantry included. Three thousanel men were like-|ed debt of last year of 21,000,0002. The surplus of 
wise requisite for the relicf of garrisons, &c. The the unconsolidated fund of last year, was 3,000,0002 
army that was kept up in England would not be al-jbut he would take it for this year at. 2,500,000/. 
Ways stationary. Parts of it would from time to; The next item was the ordinary annual taxes, which 


= 





time relieve the troops in the British coionics 
abroad, not only because it would not be poiitic to 
have a number of men constantly exiled from their 
Native country, but because the British spirit, by 
their being frequently changed, would be preserv- 
ed unimpaired. . The British ariny in France would 
consist of 50,000 men. 11,000 men were necessary 
for Malta, Gibraltar, the Ionian isles, and the prin- 





were 3,000,0001.. The prolongation of. the war taxes 
he would take at six millions, though they made 
last year upwards of 7,000,0004 ‘The next item 
Was the 5 per cent. property tax, which he would, 
from the reduction of prices,and the fall of landed 
property, take, not at seven but six millions. ‘Lhe 
lottery ne took at 200,0002. The next item was an 
advasite from the bank of six millions at 4 per cent.; 










cipal colonies in the Meditearanean. The Jonian| for as the support of public credit was most essen- 
islands required more men in proportion thun the other| tal io the country, he would, instead of a loan, 
colonies, as they had not been long accustomed to our) Which might tend to shake public confidence, take 
system of laws; but they would be lessened by de- half of what should otherwise be raised that way, 
grees, as the natives become more habituated to En-| by loan from the bank and half by the property tax. 
gland, For British America, including Nova-Scotix,| For this loan from the bank, at such a,low rate of 
the Bahama islands, &c. 10,000, for Jamaica 4,000 interest, the restriction of payments in specie shouid 
and remainder of the West Indies 9,090, Pobago,; be conunued for some time, longer. From. every 
‘Trinidad, &c. for the cape of Good Hope 900, for'communication he had with the bank he was per- 
Ceylon 2,000. He wished it to be understood, tia |fectiv convinced, that it was absolutely impossible 
there were many colonial regiments in the W ats tor them +o Regn cash payments 1 July, when 
Indies and parts which he had enumerated. For) the present bank restriction act wauid expire; but 
St. Helena 1,200; in case of necessity 3,000 were) for the conunuation of it for some time longer they 
° avs > . ' "Pe Woe « . P ‘ : "> "acts a) 
iand, and the colonies, was 99,000 men, or exciuding Ph pm tn a diminution ” the ingne of excheque: 
non-effective men, &c. from 85,000 to_90,VU0. bills to the amount of. sixteen millions; and there 
» x v« =] u - € | ‘ , “ ; ; 4 5 *) Tl 
Th army kept up in France wv as paid by that coun- aha a Sashes recectae likely to take place. The 
try. The contributions from France had been re-/rignt 10n. gentieman.was sure, that the entire ar- 
gularly paid. Of these contributions 50,000,000) rangement would, in point of public economy, be 
livres had been appropriated to the purposes of re-)"0t only free from all objection, but be entitled to 
warding the English and Prussian soldiers for their| praise. The entire of the ways and means fur this 
exertions at Waterloo. The remainder, with his/country he took at 26,700,000/. He should be happy 
royal highness the prince regent’s pieasure, would) to give any further explanation that might be requir- 
be employed in the public expenditure; he said with ed. He did not mean that this should be understood 
his reyal highness’s pleasure, for he believed alles 6 peace ny aan but merely aoe es- 
a 4 2 ae Gee iginally a right to the|t#biisiment.for the present vear. Indeed, neither 
such contributions were originally a rig |; “thet P - eit ity i 
crown. ‘The sum total of the army estimates was ie _— 1¢ house could at present say how long it 
. = 4 | = ®*Wo oO Pur - « : ‘ a2! 
12,258,0007. For miscellaneous expences there) ould be movesers. *9 keep such a peace establish- 
would he requisite 4,400,000/. There would trkewise ment up. But he was able, with ceniidence, to pro- 
be necessary two millions and a half for the repay-/nounce, that a very few vears would enable pariia- 
ment of a Sum borrowed from the East-India com-|™ment te give every relief to the couniry that could 
rye e 5 | es. > -al , . , , , , , soi P 
pany. ‘There was then to be paid to the bank imme-|€ ¥ ell hoped for. He was happy to say, that those 
diately, for outstanding exchequer bills, the sum of| Persons whose views of the circumstances of the 
1,500,000/, and there remained due for the arrears! country were so cheerless and gloomy, labored un- 
of issues of public service for the year 1813, 900,0002.\der very groundless apprehensions, whem the im- 
The right hon. gentleman then proceeded to re-ea-| provement in our commerce, our manufactures, and 
pitulate the various items as foliow:— our revenue was in the most flourishing degree. He 
- . . bed ‘ ‘a y ae c « * BAe ¥ ¢° Pra r . N :. te 








hares 3 - - £9,300,000) ermity to his speech. 
Far the commissariat, - - - 680,000 . — 
Barrack department, : : 258,000 . . . 
P . 1“ 4 . . oa alle Ta) 
Army extraordinaries, - - - 2,000,900 } Ol cign Al ticles. 





Piedmont is overrun with Austrian troops—and 


Making the sum of 12,238,:00| the Sardinians are treated as strangers in the coun- 


Forthenavy - - - - 7,000,000/try where their king is supposed to preign. ‘The 
Miscellaneous services, - - 3,500,000} country appears exceedingly oppressed. 
E.xtraordinaries, ° . - 2,000,000} Itis announced that Ferdinand of Spain is to mar- 


‘T'o be paid to the E. I. company this year 1,000,000 
Qutsanding exchequer bills - - 2,290,000 
To be paid to the bank immediately 1,320,000 
The arrear of issues of public money 900,000 


ry the second daughter of thé prince regent of Por- 
tugal, and that his brother Carlos is to marry his 
third daughter. 

Price of stocks, London Feb. 20.—3 per cent. re- 
duced, 61 7-8; 4 per cents. 77 1-2; Omnium, 18 1-4; 
17 7-8; consols for acct. 62, 61 7-8. 











Grand total 29,338,000 
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The bank of England has offered a loan to the 
government of six millions at 4 per cent. on condi- 
t.on that Beg ie will not compel them to pay 
specie on the first of July next as was proposed, but 
continue the restrictions in this respect sometime 
longer. : 

The prince Leopold, of Cobourg, has arrived in 


England, for the purpose of marrying the princess 


Charlotte of Wales. | 
The affairs of Austria and Bavaria are yet unset- 


_ stled. 


Prussia appears in a ferment. The government 
#eems hardly put to it tokeep down the people. To 
quiet them, the court has intimated’an intention to 
ive them a constitution. If this be not done, sever- 
German journals speak of a revolution as proba- 

le. 

There have been great mercantile failures at Li- 
verpool and Glasgow—at the latter place, in one 
list, to the amount of a million. 

Soult has gone to Hamburg. Nothing definitive 
has yet been done with sir Robert Wilson and others, 
who assisted Lavellette to escape. They were still 
in prison. 

We have accounts from Bonaparte, at St. Helena. 
He bears his fortunes like aman, and appears not to 
have descended to ask any favor whatever of his 
jailors, from the time of his protesting against his 
transportation. He is most rigidly guarded. .Al/ the 
svorld afraid of one man! 

It is stated to be impossible to colleet the rents 
in Ireland on account of the low price of the pro- 
ducts of agriculture; which will appear probable 
enough, from the following prices of provisions at 

Cork, at the latest dates. 

Fresh beef, three half pence fer 6. 
Pork, half a guinea per cwt. 
Wheat, 2s. 6d. per bushel. 

Other articles in proportion. 


until the morning of the 34, when his servant brought 
to his bedside a French letter, the contents of which 
were as follows.—Your character inspires me witb 
so much confidence that I am induced to reveal to 
you a secret, which I will communicate to no one 
else—this secret is, that M. de Lavellette is still in 
Paris—I commit his life into your hands, as you 
alone are capable of saving him.” 

Mr. Bruce’s astonishment at reading this letter 


|may well be conceived, he sent word that he could 


give no immediate answer, but indicated the time 
and place whither one should be sent; the intervad 
was passed, not in political plots and combination, 
but in deliberate reflections, on the situation of ap 
unfortunate man thrown thus on his mercy and his 
honor; he had considered him from the first as a vic» 
tim of an unjust and iniquitous judgment; the wa- 
vering of the government had betrayed even their 
own doubts; the long time that had elapsed from 
the first sentence and his final condemnation, and 
the false hopes that had been held out to him by 
the king and ministers, ha tortured his mind by 
all the dreadful anxieties of hope and fear, and had 
made him already die a thousand deaths; the con- 
duct of his wife had been heroic, and were it not 
a pity, she should lose the fruits of her noble devo- 
tion? These were considerations to work powerfully 
on a mind alive to the impulses of humanity; and it 
is to be hoped few men so situated would have de- 
cided otherwise than Mr. Bruce did, when he deter- 
mined to save himif he could. His answer was 
given to that effect, but there was a pointed avoid- 
ance of connexion with any individuals or party 
whatever, and he desired to be left ignorant both of 
the writer of the letter and of the place of Lava- 
lette’s concealment. It was not until after this re- 
solution was taken, and the answer given, that a 
sense of the impossibility of accomplishing, singly, 
his object, made him look for assistance to the ad- 


How are the taxes to be paid? They are as high | venturous spirit and generous character of his friend 


as when those staple articles were from 5 to 8 times! 


as valuable. 

France.—Extract ofa letter from Bordeaux dated 
Feb. 8—“Public opinion has underggne a great 
change here. ‘The English are now execrated 
throughout all France. Icannot write you all that 
#s passing here. ‘he public mind is highly agitat- 
ed; arrests are going on every day, and the prisons 
are full of victims. How all this is to end every 
ene asks—and no one can foretell. If it is to finish 
in another revolution, we pray it may pass off with- 
out any more bleod shed. e's 

“Our fellow citizens in America do not know how 
happy they are under a free constitution.—They, as 
wellas their institutions have become the admiration 
of Europe. ‘The partisans of the Bourbons are our 
cnemies, but the great majority of the nation are 
partial to America.” 

CRAUFORD BRUCE’S STATEMENT. 

Paris June 24.—You may rely on the following as 
the plain and true statement of the the origin and 
motives of a late event which has been made the 
subject of so much misrepresentation. Mr. Bruce 
with whosn individually the whole took its rise, had 
only the slight acquaintance with M. de Lavaletta 
which resulted from occasionally meeting in society 
during last winter, a very amiable and weil inform- 
ed man. From the moment of the arrestation no 
communication had passed with him directly or in- 
directly—his wife he never knew nor ever saw—it 
was only in common with the rest of the world that 
he learnt of Ler heroic conduct, and like every one 
else believed that the escape was pertected and La- 
vulette out of France. In this belief he remained 


sir Robert Wilson, and subsequently, on the same 
grounds, to captain Hutchinson. Ticir plans were 
laid and perfected with a judgment and prompti- 
tude equal to the spirit and feelings in which they 
arose. Though watched and dogged by the police 
in every direction on account of opinions unreserv- 
edly expressed against the Bourbon system, they 
succeeded in baffling their vigilance, and saved a 
man condemned to death, whese escape from pri- 
son had caused a tumult in the country, and roused 
the fury of the ultra-royalists. 








CONGRESS. 


SENATE—.April 12. 

The reselution moved by Mr. King, for allowing 
Mr. Sandford, of the senate, to give evidence before 
a committee of the house of representatives, was 
taken up and agreed to. 

The bill concerning the district of Columbia (au- 
thorizing the introduction of slaves into the dis- 
trict of Columbia, the property of persons coming 
to reside there) was read a third time. On the 
question, “shall the bill pass?” the vote was as fol- 
low's: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barbour, Barry, Brown, Fromentin, Gaillard, 


Goldsborough, Lacock, Macon, Mason Va. Roberts, Tait, Turaer, 
Willams—13. 

NAYS— Messrs. Condict, Daggett, Dana, Gore, Horsey, Hunter, 
Mason N. H. Morrow, Rugyies, Sandford, ‘Talbot, Thompson, Tich- 
enor, Varnuin, Wells, Wilson—16, 


So the bill was rejected. 

The bill making further provision for military 
services during the late war, was read a third time. 
On the question of its‘passage there were for it, 12 





votes, against it 13. Subsequently this yote was 
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téconsidered, and there were, for the bill 17; against 
it 13. 

So the bill was passed. 

Several bills were passed to a third reading, and 
many read the second time. | 

The senate receded from its amendments to the 
general appropriation bill—which ‘amendments fa- 
vored the clerks in the public offices. 

April 13. The bill from the house to erect Indi- 
ana territory into a state, was read a third time 
and passed P 

The bill from the house to change the mode and 
rate of taxation on distillation of spirits in the Uni 
ted States, was read a third time and passed. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the 
joint resolution directing medals to be struck, and, 
torether with the thanks of congress, presented to 
major-general Harrison and governor Shelby, and 
for other purposes. 

After some discussion on the expediency of adop- 
ting such a resolution at this time, and of coupling 
the names of gen. Harrison and governor Shelby— 


Mr. Lacock moved to amend the resolution by 
striking therefrom “major-general William Heury 
Harrison.” | 

This motion was determined in the affirmative by 


the following vote: 
YEAS—Measrs. Dana, Gaillard, Gore, Hunter, King, Lacock, 
Mason N.H. Roberts, Tait, Thompson, Tichenor, Turner, Var- 


num—13. 
NAYS—Barbour, Barry, Condict, Horsey, Macon, Morrow, Rug- 


gles, Talbot, Wells, Wiliams—11. ; 
The further consideration of the subject was 


then postponed to a day in next week, on motion of 
Mr. Roberts. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the 
joint resolution proposed respecting adjournment 
—which was, on motion of Mr. King, postponed to 
Saturday next. 

April15. Considerable progress was made in the 
various business before the senate. The bill to 
establish the tariff was taken up. Among other 
amendments, the duty on clayed sugar was reduced 
from 6 to 4 cents per lb. and that on other brown 
sugars raised from 24 to 3 cents. 

April 16. The senate was chiefly occupied this 
day on amotion of Mr. Burbour to reduce the duty 
en woollens from 25 to 20 percent. Nothing de- 
eided. 

Aprii 17. After disposing of other business, the 
senate resumed the tariff bill. 

The motion under consideration when the senate 
adjourned yesterday to reduce the duty on woollens 
from 25 to 20 per cent. advalorem, was negatived, 
after debate, by a large majority. 

A motion to limit. the continuance of the 25 per 
cent. to one year, instead of three, was equally 
unsuccessful. 

An attempt to reduce the duties on salt from 20 
to 124 cents failed. 

A motion to confine the low duties on teas to 
such as may be imported from China, was agreed to. 

Mr. Harper moved the postpor.ement of the bill 
to a day beyond the session : the question was taken 
by ayes and noes, and negatived—ayes 3. 

The senate adjourned before it had got through 
the bill. 

April 18. The senate was engaged until a late 
hour to-day on the tariff bill. 

No material amendment was made to the bill, 
except one which goes to raise the duty on wn- 
manufactured wool imported from 7 to 15 per cent. 
ad valorem. 

A motion was_made by Mr. Gore to raise this 


A motion was made to strike out the minimum 
price of cotton goods, which was negatived by a 
large majority. That motion was afterwards re- 
newed in substance by Mr. Harper, and was not 
decided when the house adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, Aprii 11. Many bills of minor impor- 
tance were read the third time and passed. The 
bill to allow 100,000 dollars for the capture of cer. 
tain Algerine vessels, was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading—subsequently passed. 

The bill reported by the currency committee to 
compel specie payments, was, on motion of Mr. Cale 
houn, recommitted to the select committee for the 
purpose of making some amendments in its details. 

In moving the recommitment, Mr. Cathoun re. 
marked that the modification intended was, to ex- 
punge a feature [high duties] in the bill, which, if 
retained, would probably require more discussion 
than, at this late period, the house would be willin 
to devote toit, and that it would perhaps be better 
not to agitate the question during the present ses- 
sion. . 

The bill respecting the navy pension fund was 
passed. | 

The house, in the course of the day, refused, on 
the call of Mr. Huger, to take up the report of the 
joint committee on the subject of the remains of 
general Washington —ayes 43, nays 51. 

A joint resolution, requiring the secretary of 
state, once in two years, to compile¢ and print a re- 
gister of all officers and agents, civil, military and 
naval, in the service of the United States, was read 
the third time and passed. 

The blank in the bill for the improvement of the 
capital square was filled up with 50,000 dollars— 
ordered to a third reading—{laid upon the table 
nexi day.] 

The following message was received from the 
president of the United States: 

To the senate and house of representatives of the 
United States: 

With a view to the more convenient management 
of the important and growing business connected 
with the grant of exclusive rights to inventors and 
authors, I recommend the establishment of a dis- 
tinct office, within the department of state, con- 
nected therewith, under a director, with a salary 
adequate to his services, and with the privilege of 
franking communications by mail from and to the 
office. I recommend also, that further réstraints 
be imposed on the issue of patents to wrongful 
claimants, and further guards provided againt frau- 
dulent exactions of fees by persons possessed of 
patents. JAMES MADISON. 

April 11, 1816. 

The message was ordered to lie on the table and 
be printed. 

Friday, April 12. Afier a variety of other busi- 
ness— 

Mr. Calhoun, from the committee on an uniform 
national currency, reporied, in a modified shape 
the bill to provide for the collecting the public re. 
venue in the legal currency. ‘The amendment made 
by the committee to the bill, consists in striking 
out the 3d section, which imposed a stamp duty of 
10 per cent on the notes of those banks which shall 
not pay specie on the 31st of December next—leay- 
ing only the provision which excludes such notcs 
from being received in payment of debts due the 
United States. The bill was committed to a com- 
mittee of the whole house. 

On motion of Mr. Grosvener, a committee was 





duty still higher (to 25 cents) but was negatived., 


appoimted to-enquire into the expediency of prohi- 
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biting, by law, the exportation of builion and spe- 
cie from the United States for a limited ime. 





——— 


to be applied to the defence of the waters of the 
Chesapeake, and one to the defence of New-Orleans. 


. On motion of Mr. Jennings, a committee was ap-|'The secreiary’s plan of adding one 74, two 44’s, and 


pointed to enquire what amendments, if any, are 


‘wo sloops, annually, would have required an -ap- 


necessary to the granting bounties in land to cer-|propvriation for that term of upwards of a million of 


fain Canadian volunteers. 


dollars. Mr. Pleasants observed, that it was the 


. The house proceeded to the orders of the day.—] opinion of the best informed of our naval officers, 
On. calling the bill to authorise the appointment of] that our funds had better be applied towards pro- 
admirals in the naval service, Mr. Pleasants mov-| curing heavy ships immediately: ‘That sloops of war, 
ed that the house go into committee of the whoic] though of great use in time of war, might easily-be 
on that bill—which motion was negatived, ayes 38,| procured in a very short time by the government, 


noes 54. 


either by having: them built at our own yards or by 


_ The bill to establish a national university was al- contract. Indeed, it was the opinion of one at least, 
socalled up by Mr. Wilde, but the house refused} very intelligent officer, that sloops of war ought not. 


to consider it, by a large majority. 


to form a permanent part of our navy at all; but! 


The following amendment was moved by Mr.j when it was found necessary to use them in time of 
Smith of Md. to a bill before the committee of the} war, they should be sold on the return of peace. 


whole on Tuesday last, and rejected—58 to 34. i 


\ccording to an estimate, said Mr. P. made in the 


And be wt further enacted, That four months Pr beginning of the session to the senate by the secre- 


be allowed and paid to the non-commissioned 


tary of the navy, and whichis on the files of this 


cers and privates of the flotilla commanded by com-j house, it will be seen that to build and equip a 74 gun 
modere Barney, who were in the battic of Bladens-|/ship, wiil cost $384,862—this sum, multiplied by 
burg, (aid whese times had expired or who had|nine, the number of 74’s proposed to be built, in 
been transferred to the navy of the United States)}eight years, will make $3,463,758. The building 
before the passing of the act entitled “An act to}and equipping a 44 gun frigate will cost 263,400 


repeal certain acts concerning the floiilla service) ¢ 


lollars—which sum, multiplied by twelve, the 


and fur otber purposes, dated 27th Feb. 1815.” number of frigates proposed to be builtin eight 


Among the bills passed, is one to erect the In- 
diana territory into a.state. 


years, will make the sum 3,220,800 dollars. The 
three steam batteries thev had allowed to take one 


Saturday, April 13. Mr, M‘Lean of Ohio, pre-}miilion of dollars more. Thus the whole sum esti- 


sented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Cincin-}1 


nated by the committee, for building the proposed 


nati and its vicinity, praying that some provisionjships of the line, heavy frigates and steam batteries, 
may be made for the support of col..Zebuion Pike,|ts 7,634,558 dollars. The committee took the pains 
father of the late general Pike, whom the petition-|to ascertain, as fur as such a thing could be ascer- 
ers represent to be in reduced and needy circuim-|tained with any thing like certainty, the capacity of 
stances; which wzas referred to the committee of/tae United States to man « fleet of such a deserip- 


pensions. : 


Mr. Calhoun, from the commitice on the nation-]1 


ion as the proposed additions will give us... From 
nformauon reccived from the most intelligent 


al currency, who were yesterday instructed to en-[fsources, they have no doubt that such a flect may 


quire into the expediency of prohibiting for a li-/t 


e easily manned. The present number of seamen 


miied time, the exportation of builion and specie,| belonging to the United States, is not ascertained 
veported a resolution that it is inexpedient at the} with precision; it is probably little or nothing short 
present time to make the prohibition; which was|of seventy, perhaps cighty thousand. One-fourth 


read and ordered to lie on the table. 
Other business being disposed of— 


of this number may be calculated on for public ser- 
vice. The numberof prime seamen allowed to a 74, 


‘The house, in committee ofthe whole, on the bill] is 200; ordinary seamen and boys, 300—:weive 74’s 
for providing the gradual increase of the navy. then will require 2,400 prime, and 3,600 ordinary 

Mr. Pleasants (chairman of the navai-committec)| seamen and boys; 6,90¢ in the whole—aand so in pro- 
entered into a detailed statement of the considera-| portion for frigates, stoops of war, &c. It was well 
tions on which the committée had formed the biil,|known also, that of the ordinary seamen and boys, 
and their reasons for deviating from a precise ad-|landsmen may make up a part, men who can be 
herence to the secretary’s recommendations. It was,}iaught to handle tle guns. Tie whole expense of 
he said, within the recollection of the committee,| keeping a 74 in service for one year, is estimated at 
that in a report made to the senate in the earlier] 189,740 dollars—of a 44, 134,210 dollars. The esti- 
part of the session of congress, the secretary of uie}mates here referred to, said Mr. Pleasants, are 
navy recommended an annual addition io the pre-| taken from the report of the secretary of the navy, 


sent navy, of one ship of 74 cuns, two of 44, and two 


before referred to; made out in detailed and minute 


sloops of war of ihe heaviest class. ‘The committee,| statements, by the assistance of the commissioners 
Mr. Pleasants said, had bestowed mucii considera-!of the navy, and may, it is believed, be confidently 
tion oa the subject, and after obtaining all the in-/relied on. It was a remarkable fact, said Mr. P. that 


formation they could, from the sources calculated in| from the commencement of our revolutionary war, 


their judgments to furnish the best, they had de- 


this nation had never been engaged in war, but a 


termined to recommend to the house the provisions|navy had been popular. The revolutionary congress, 
contained in the present bill. There would have}at a very early period of the war, authorised the 
been some difficulty in framing a law in such a way| building, equipping and commissioning of 13 ships of 
as to have provided for a certain annual addition to} war, 5 of them frigates. This, for their limited means, 
the navy. .The timbers and other necessary mate-|was a great deal. Mr. Jefierson, in his Notes on 
vials could not have been procured in such a way as] Virginia, written during the war, Mr.P. believed, tho’ 
to ensure a punctual compliance with the law. The|not published till some time after, wich full expe- 
committee, therefore, determined to recommend|rience of the immense disadvantages to which we 
the annual appropriation of one million of doilars} were subjected in a contest with a nation posses- 


tur eight years; this would make an addition to our 
present naval force of nine 74 gun ships, twelve of 
4a guns, and three steam batteries; two of the latter 





sing amaritime superiority, gives it as his opinion, 
that Virginia ought-to bend:her exertions towards 
equipping a navalforec. The amount of that gerce 
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is net now particularly recollected, the passage in 
the notes not having been lately read; but it was 
believed that the amount recommended by him, 
would have cost the state of Virginia as much at 
that time, as her proportion of the proposed in- 
crease would now. But, said Mr. P. if any evi- 
dence were wanting to convince this nation of the 
great importance of a navy asa part of her nation- 
al defensive means, that evidence has been amply 
furnished by the events of the late war—events, 
thanks to the gallantry of those who achieved 
them, which have made an impression on the pub- 
lic mind so deep, that he hoped they would never 
be erased. Sir, said Mr. P. you have your 70 or 
80,000 seamen; unless you have heavy ships, this 
force, consisting of some of the most gallant men 
in the world, is lost to the public defence; they 
are not on your militia rolls—they will not enlist in 
your armies; they may be engaged in a predatory 
warfare, as privateersmen—but, I say again, asa 
part of your defensive force, without heavy ships, 
they ure lost to your service. Sir, a great deal more 
might be said on this subject. Mr. P. said he had 
made notes to say much more, but from the advanc- 
ed period of the session, not to mention the late 
hour of the day, and believing the public mind to 
be made up on this subject, he could not consent 
to tax the patience of*the house, by progressing in 
his remarks—but would with pleasure give any in- 
formation he might possess, to any gentieman who 
required it, or answer, as far'as he could any ob- 
jection which should be made to the details of the 
bill. 

Mr. Clay proposed that the bill be so amended 
as to vest in the president a discretionary power to 
cause the steam batteries to be built as soon us 
he should deem necessary, without waiting any par- 
ticular emergency. He referred to some corres- 
pondence between the governor of Louisiana, the 
general government and the state of Kentucky, to 
shew the great anxiety felt on the subject of creat- 
ing xt once a proper defence for the important city 
of New Orleans. The erection of batterics could 
not be executed at that point, in case of'any threat- 
ening circumstsnce, with as much promptiiude as 
inthe Chesspeake, which was in the vicinity of all 
the great resources of the country; and it was im- 
prudent, therefore, to deny the building until emer- 
gency should demand them, &c. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

After the remarks of several gentlemen, a motion 
made by Mr. Webster to leave the application of 
the steain frigates to the president being agreed to, 
the bill was ordered to a third reading xem. con. 

Monday, April 15.—Mr. Lowndes, from the com- 
mittee of ways arid means, reported a bill increas- 
ing the compensation of public ministers (to 12,000) 
dollars; and a bill te reduce the duties on licenses 
toretailers of wines, spirituous liquors and foreign 
merchandize. 

The engrossed bill providing fur the gradual in- 
crease of the navy, was read the third time and 
passed almost unanimously, | 

The engrossed bill for the relief of the widow of 
the late general Alexander Hamilton, was read the 
third time and passed—ayes 80, noes 30. 

A great deal of other business, not necessary to 
Dotice at present was disposed of. 

The motion appointing a day for the adjournment 
of congress was called up, and the blank tilled with 
Saturday next, the 20th inst. and the resolution sent 
to the senate for concurreneée. 

On motion of Mr. Belts, 

ResNvegd, That the secretary of the treasury be 





directed to lay before congress at the commence- 
ment of the next séssion, a statement as fully as the 
same can be made, of the amount of loan-office and 
final-settlement certificates, issued under the autEo- 
rity of the continéntal congress, and which remain 
outstanding, unsatisfied; d¢esignating such as are bar- 
red by statutes of limitation only, and such as re- 
main unsettled for other reasons. 

Tuesday, April 16.—Mr. Forsythe, from the com- 
mittee on foreign relations, made a report on the 
various petitions respecting the plaster trade, and 
the trade of the British West-Indies, recommend- 
ing that no importations be permitted from Britis§ 
coionies in America, or the British West-India isi- 
ands, but in American vessels. The report was oz- 
dered to lie on the tubie. 

The house refused, by a large majority, to consi- 
der the bill confirming to gen. Jaekson, cul. Haw- 
kins, &c. certain lands bestowed on them by the 
Creck Indians in the late treaty. 

The house went into committee of the whole, on 
the joint resolution for the relief of Jas. H. M‘Cul- 
loch, collector of the port of Baltimore, allowing 
an extra compensation to him and other collectors, 
whose emoluments were materially reduced by the 
operation of the restrictive systein, 

The resolution gave rise to a short debate, pecu-. 
liarly interesting from the brief but eloquent narra 
tive given by Mr. Pinkney, of the gallantry of Mr. 
M‘Culloch, who, though nearly 80 years of age, and 
exempted by years and by office fiom the toils of 
military service, yet shouldered his musket when 
the British approached Baltimore, in 1814, entcred 
the ranks as a private soldier, and was the foremost 
to meet the enemy at North Point, where he recciv- 
ed a wound which renders him a cripple for life. 

Thre resolution was also supporied by Mr. Smith 
and Mr. Wright; and opposed by Mr. Sheffey and 
Mr. Grosvenor, not from any want of regard for the 
character and conduct of the petitioner; but on the 
ground of the imexpediency of making good the 
reduced emoluments of the collectors, who took 
their offices with a fore-knowledge of its precarious 
profits, and because it was in that character alone 
Mr. M‘Culloch appeared before the house for relief. 

The resolution was reported to the house with. 
out amendment and laid on the table. 

Wednesday, April17. Afver avariety of business— 

On motion of Mr. Zaston, « resoluiion was adopt- 
ed, requesting the sccretary of the treasury to 
procure ali the information he may be enabled ta 
obtain in relation to the lead mines of the United 
States in the counties of Washington and St, 
Genevieve, in Missouri territory, and report the 
same at the next session. 

A message was received fiom the president: 
stating that a treaty had been made with tie Chere. 
kee indians, and requesting congress to make the 
stipulations thereby required. 

Several bills were passcd. Afier other business. 

The house then resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole, Mr. WVelson of Va. in the chair, on 
the bill providing for the collection of debts due 
to the government in the lawful money of the cour- 
try—in other words to compel the banks to resume 
the payment of specie. 

Mr. Calhoun supported the bill. Mr. Swith of 
Md. moved to inscrt the Ist of February instead of 
the 3lst December, as the dav on which the bill 
should go into etfect—lost, after debate. Several 
other attempts at amendment were negatived. The 
bill was undecided when the house adjourned. 

Thursday Apri! 18.—The ugtinished business of 
yesterday, the bill providing for collecting the debs 
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due the United States in the lawful money of the 
country, being called by the Speaker: _ . 

Mr. Calhoun stated that it was the wish of seve- 
ral gentlemen, that the bill should be laid on the 
table until to-morrow, it being in contemplation to 
offer a section to authorise such an issue of treasu- 
ry notes as would supply the deficiency of the cir- 
culating medium, which might be produced by the 
banks calling in their notes, and providing a relief 
for the community, under the pressure which would 
consequently ensue. He, therefore, moved to lay 
the bill, for the present, on the table; which motion 
Was agreed to. 

e bill for improving the capitol square, after 
debate, was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. ; 

The navigation bill was laid over tll to-morrow. 

acpA good deal of other business of was done— 
that which is useful for record shall be inserted 
im Our next. 


a 


CHRONICLE. 

A London newspaper sometime since observed, 
that the American states had formed the “malig. 
nant design” of building each a 74 gun ship, with- 
out any tax imposed by the government. 

‘Our gallant townsman and friend, It. col. Towson, 
has recently married a daughter of Caleb Bingham, 
esq. of Boston. 

Mr. Pinckney, having accepted the embassy to 
Russia, has resigned his seat in congress, in a ve- 
vy handsome address to the people of Baltimore. 

Mr. Dallas, it is understood, is about to resign 
his office as secretary of the treasury. 

_ Massachusetts election. We have the returns of 
428 towns, nearly the whole—they stand thus— 
Mr. Brooks 44,979 2 2.3 § Mr. Strong 47,974 
Dexter 44,257 §, 3% Dexter 41,129 








1,722 6,845 

Republican net gain 5,125. But Mr. Brooks is 
elected by a majority of between 1,800 and 2,000. 

The town of Eastport, now under the British flag, 
voted for governor of Massachusetts, Mr..Brooks 
had 91 and Mr. Dexter 21. It is supposed, how- 
ever, that the votes; will not be received. 

The republican majority in the district of Maine 
is about 6,000. - 

Connecticut election.’ We have returns from all 
the towns of the siate but six, and it is not expect- 
ed they will vary the result. In these towns, gov. 
Smit hac 10,948 votes, and Mr. Wolcott 10,048— 
scattering 172; maj. for Smith for governor 728!— 
Mr. Ingersol, the republican candidate (a federal- 
ist, however) has been elected licut. gov. by a ma- 
jority of nearly 1700 votes. : 

Specic. Considerable quantities of specie are ar- 
riving in the United States from various parts. 

Grand Canal. A substitute for the original bill 
was accepted in assembly on Friday, referred to a 
select committee, who reported it with amend- 
ments on Saturday, and it passed in committee of 
the whole. 

The commissioners named in the bill are De Witt 
Clinton, Stephen Van Rensseler, Townsend M‘Coun, 
Melancton Wheeler, Henry Seymour, Joseph Eili- 
cott, Jacob R. Van Rensseler, Philip I. Schuyler, 
Samuel Young, John Nicholas, William Bayard, 
George Huntington and Nathan Smith. The opera- 


tions of the commissioners are to be first applied to 
the route between Rome and the Seneca river, and 
that between the Hudson and lake Champlain. The 
expenditures are limited to dolls. 259,000 per an- 





num, or two millions in the aggregate for 8 years 
—at which time their powers are to expire. They 
are authorized to borrow this amount. One hun- 
dred thousand dollars of the proceéds of the du- 
ties arising from sales at auction, and the duty on 
salt manufactured in the western district, are 
pledged for the payment of the interest and the 
final redemption of the principal. . The commis- 
sioners are directed to assess 250,000 dollars, upon 
the lands lying on each side of the route of said ca-~ 
nals, and within 25 miles of the same towards com- 
pleting the work.—Aléany Argus. 

Detroit.—We have accounts that every thing is 
qziet in the neighborhood of Detroit. Major general 
Macomb, with about 1500 regular troops, is sta- 
tioned there. 

Kentucxy.—The legislature of this state on the 
last day of their session, passed the following re- 
solutions— 

In General Assembly, Feb. 10, 1816. 

Resolved, by the legislature of the state of Ken- 
tucky, That in taking leave of his excellency Isaac 
Shelby, at the close of the present session, they can- 
not suppress the emotions by which they are agi- 
tated. The age of his exccllency renders it impro- 
bable that they shall ever again act in official con- 
cert. They will content themselves with expressing 
their respect and gratitude for the services render- 
ed by their venerable chief magistrate to their 
common country. Those services will form a part 
of the history of the nation, and will transmit his 
name honorably to posterity, They implore the 
blessing of heaven upon his declining age, and bid 
a painful, but affectionate adieu. 

Resolved, By the )egislature of the state of Ken- 
tucky, That general John Adair, for his conduct i 
the late eampaign at New-Orleans, to whom, by the 
indisposition ef the commandant of the Kentucky 
detached militia, the command was assigned, and 
for his singular gallantry on the memorable eighth 
of January, one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, 
and more particularly for the deep interest which 
he took m vindicating a respectable portion of the 
troops of Kentucky trom the inappropriate imputa~ 
tion of cowardice, (accidentally it is hoped, but cer- 
tainly unjustly thrown upon them,) is entitled te 
the highest approbation and thanks of his country 
and legislature. ; 

EXCELLENT scncomr.—From the Wational Inteili- 
gencer, addressed to the editors—Gentlemen...A na- 
uonal bank biil has passed; but as it will be long 
before it goes into operation, and as ail the banks 
must distress the community by curtailments, and 
every article must fall in value by a diminution of 
the circulating medium, my plan would be, to or- 
der an issue of treasury notes, without interest, of 
ten millions; and pass an act that they and specie 
shall be taken in payments to government, as well 
as the notes of banks who redeem their own paper.. 
With these notes, a relief to present pressures will 
be immediately experienced, and the public will 
save 566,000 dollars interest per annum. 

PHILANTHROPOs. 

Nashville, March 26. Gen. Coffee returned home 
last week fromthe Creek nation—having finished 
running the boundary lines, agreeably to the treaty 
made by general Jackson, between the Cherokee 
and Chickasaw lands and the tract of country ac- 
quired by that treaty. We learn that considerable 
dissatisfuction was manifested, both by the Chero- 
kees and Chickasaws, in consequence of the divi- 
sion line being thus made. 

(7A supplement of 8 pages, accompanies this 
number. 
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National Bank. 


An act to incorporate the subscribers to the Bank 
of the United States, 

Be it enacted by the senate and house of represen- 
tatives of the United States of America, in congress 
assembled, That a bank of the United States of Ame- 
rica shall be established, with a capital of thirty- 
five millions of dollars, divided into three hundred 
and fifty thousand shares, of one hundred dollars 
each share. Seventy thousand shares, amounting 
to the sum of seven millions of dollars, part of the 
eapital of the said bank, shall be subscribed and 
paid for by the United States, in the manner here- 
inafter specified; and two hundred and eighty thou- 
sand shares, amounting to the sum of twenty-eight 
millions of dollars, shall be subscribed and paid 
for by individuals, companies or corporations, in 
the manner hereinafter specified. 

Sec. 2. And be ii further enacted, That subscrip- 
tions for the sum of twenty-eight millions of dol- 
lars, towards constituting the capital of the said 
bank, shall be opened on the first Monday in July 
next, at the following places: that is to say, at Port- 
Jand in the district of Maime, at Portsmouth in ‘the 
state of New Hampshire, at Boston in the state of 
Massachusetts, at Providence in the state of Rhode 
Island, at Middletown in the state of Connecticut, 
at Burlington in the state of Vermont, at New York 
in the state of New York, at New Brunswick in the 
state of New Jersey, at Philadelphia in the state 
of Pennsylvania, at Wilmington in the state of De- 
laware, at Baltimore in the state of Maryland, at 
Richmond in the. state of Virginia, at Lexington in 
the state of Kentucky, at Cincinnati in the state of 
Ohio, at Raleigh in the state of North Carolina, 
at Nashville in the state of Tennessee, at Charles- 
ton in the state of South Carolina, at Augusta in 
the state of Georgia, at New Orleans in the state 
of Louisiana, and at Washington in the district of 
Columbia. And the said subscriptions shall be 
opened under the superintendance of five commis- 
sioners at Philadelphia, and of three commission- 
ers at each of the other places aforesaid, to be ap- 
pointed by the president of the United States, (who 
is hereby authorized to make such appointments) 
and shall continue open every day, from the time of 
opening the same, between the hours of ten o’clock 
in the forenoon and four o’clock in the afternoon, 
for the term of twenty days, exclusive of Sundays, 
when the same shall be closed; and immediately 
thereafter the commissioners, or any two of them, 
at the respective places aforesaid, shall cause two 
transcripts or copres of such subscriptions to be 
made, one of which they shall send to the secre- 
tary of the treasury, one they shall retain, and the 
eriginal they shall transmit within seven days from 
the closjng of the subscriptions as foresaid, to the 
commissioners at Philadelphia aforesaid, And on 
the receipt of the said orignal subscriptions, or of 
either of the said copies thereof, if the original be 
lost, mislaid or detained, the commissioners at Phi- 


ladelphia aforesaid, or a majority of them, shall im- 
mediately thereafier convene, and proceed to. take 
an account of the said subscriptions. 
‘than the amount of twenty-¢i 
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lars shall have been subscribed, then the said last 
mentioned commissioners shall deduct the amount 
lof such excess from the largest subscriptions, in 
such manner as that no subscription shali be reduc- 
ed in amount while eny one remains larger: provided, 
that ifthe subscriptions taken at either of tie places 
aforesaid shall not exceed three thousand shares, 
there shall be no reduction of such subscriptions; 
nor shall, in any case, the subscriptions taken at 
either of the places aforesaid, be reduced below 
that amount. And in case the aggregate amount 
of the said’subscriptions shall exceeed twenty-eight 
millions of dollars, the sajd last mentioned com- 
missioners, after having apportioned the same ag 
aforesaid, shall cause lists of the said apportioned 
subscriptions to be made out, including in each list 
the apportioned subscription for the place where 
the original subscription was made, one of which 
lists they shall transmit to the commissioners, oF 
one of them, under whose superintendance such sub- 
Scriptions were originally made, (hat tue subscrib- 
ers may thereby ascertain the number of shares to 
them respectively apportioned as aforesaid. And 
in case the aggregate amount of the suvscriptions 
made during the period aforesaid at ul! the places 
aforesaic shall net amount to twenty-eight millions of 
dollaps, the subscriptions to comniecte the said sum 
shall be and remain open at Philadelphia aforesaid, 
under the superintendance of the commissioners 
appointed for that place; and the suoscriptions may 
be then made by any individual, company or cor- 
poration, fur any number of shares, not exceeding 
in the whole the amount required to complete the 
said sum of twenty-eigiit millions of dollars. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
lawful for any individual, company, corperation op 
state, when the subscriptions shaii be opened ag 
herein before directed, to subscribe for anv nume 
ber of shares of the capital of the said bank, not 
exceeding three thousand shares, and the sums so 
subscribed shall be payable, and p.il in the man- 
ner following: that is to say, seven millions of dol. 
lars thereof in gold or silver coin of the United 
States, or in gold coin of Spain, or the dominions 
of Spain, at the fate of one hundred cents for eve- 
ry twenty-eight grains and sixty-hundredihs of a 
grain of the actual weight thercof, er in other fo- 
reign gold or silver coin at the several rates pre- 
seribed by the first section of an act regulating the 
currency of foreign coins in the United States, 
passed the tenth day of April, one thousand eight 
hundred and six, and twenty-one millions of dol- 
lars thereof in like gold or silver coin, or in the 
funded debt of the United States contracted at the 
time of the subscriptions respectively, And the 
payments made in the funded debt of the United 
States shall be paid and received at the following 
rates: that is to say, the funded debt bearing an 
interest of six per Centum per anhum, at the noi} 
nal or par value thereof; the funded debt bearing 
an interest of three per centum per annum, at the 
rate of sixty-five doliars for every sum of one hun- 
dred dollars of the nominal amount thereof; and 
the funded debt bearing an interest of seven pep 
centum per annum, at the rate of ove hundred and 
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hundred dollars of the nominal amount thereof— 
together with the amount of the interest accrued 
on the said several denominations of funded debt, to 
be computed and allowed to the time of subscrib- 
ing the same to the capital of the said bank as afore- 
said. And the payments of the said subscriptions 
shall be made and completed by the subscribers, 
respectively, at the times and in the manner fol- 
Jowing: that is to say, at the time of subscribing 
there shall be paid five dollars on each share, in 
gold or silver coin as aforesaid, and twenty-five 

ollars more, in coin as aforesaid, or in funded debt 
as aforesaid: at the expiration of ‘six calendar 
months after the time of subscribing, there shall be 
paid the further sum of ten dollars on each share, 
in gold or silver coin as aforesaid, and twenty-five 
dlollars more in coin as aforesaid, or in funded debt 
as aforesaid: at the expiration of twelve calendar 
months from the time of subscribing, there shall 
be paid the further sum of ten dollars on each 
share, in gold or silver coin as aforesaid, and twen- 
ty-five dollars more, in coin as aforesaid, or in the 
funded debt as aforesaid. 

Sec. 4. .4nd be it further enacted, That at the 
time of subscribing to the capital of the said_bank 
as aforesaid, each and every subscriber shall deli- 
ver to the commissioners, at the place of subscrib- 
° . . * LN 
ing, as well the amount of their subscriptions res- 
pectively in coin as aforesaid, as the certificate of 
funded debt, for the funded-debt-proportion of 
their respective subscriptions, together with a pow- 
er of attorney, authorizing the said commissioners, 


or amajority of them, to transfer the said stock in | 


due form of law to “the president, directors and 
company of the Bank of the United States,” as soon 
as the said bank shall be organized. Provided al- 
ways, that, if in consequence of the apportionment 
of the shares in the capital of the said bank among 
the subscribers, in the case and in the manner here- 
in before provided, any subscriber shall have deli- 
vered to the commissioners at the time of subscrib- 
ing, a greater amount of gold or silver coin and 
funded debt, than shall be necessary to complete 
the payments for the share or shares to such sub- 
scribers apportioned as aforesaid, the commission- 
ers shall only retain so much of the said gold or 
silver coin, and funded debt, as shall be necessary 
to compicte such payments, and shall forthwith re- 
turn the surplus thereof, on application for the 
same to subscribers lawfully entitled thereto. And 
the commissioners respectively shall deposit the 
gold and silver coin, and certificates of public 
debit by them respectively reccived as aforesaid, 





thereof notwithstanding. And it shal] also be lawful 
for the president, directors and company of the said 
bank to sel and transfer for gold and silver com, or 
bullion, the funded debt subscribed to the capital 
of the said bank as aforesaid: Provided always, that 
they shall not sell more thereof than the sum of 
two millions of dollars in any one year; nor sell any 
part thereof at any time within the United States, 
without previously giving notice of their mtention 
to the seeretary of the treasury, and offering the 
same to the United States, for the period of fifteen 
days at least, at the current price, not exceeding 
the rates aforesaid. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That at the 
opening of the subscription to the capital stock of 
the said bank, the secretary of the treasury shall 
subscribe, or cause to be subscribed, on behalf of 
the United States, the said number of seventy thou- 
sand shares, amounting to seven millions of dollars 
as aforesaid, to be paid in gold or silver coin, or m 
stock of the United States bearing interest at the rate 
of five per centum per annum; and if payment there- 
of, or of any part thereof, be made in public stock 
bearing interest as aforesaid, the said interest shall 
be payable quarterly, to commence from the time 
of making such payment on account of the said 
subscription, and the principal of the said stock 
shali be redeemable in any sums, and at any period 
which the government shall deem fit. And the see 
cretary of the treasury shall cause the certificates 
of such public stock to be prepared, and made in 
the usual form, and shall pay and deliver the same 
to the president, directors and company of the said 
bank on the first day of January, one thousand eight 
hundred and seventeen, which said stock it_ shall 
be lawful for the said president, directors and com- 
pany to sell and transfer for gold and silver coin 
or bullion at their discretion: Provided, they shall 
net sell more than two millions of dollars thereof 
in any one year. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the sub- 
scribers to the suid bank of the United States of 
America, their successors and assigns, shall be, and 
are hereby created, a corporation and body poiitic, 
by the name and style of “The president, directors, 
and company of the Bank of the United States,” 
and shali so continue until the third day of March, 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-six, and by 
that name shall be, and are hereby made able and 
capable, in law, to have, purchase, receive, possess, 
enjoy and retain to them and their successors, lands, 
rents, tenements, heriditaments, goods, chattels 
and effects, of whatsoever kind, nature and quality, 
to an amount not exceeding, in the whole, fifty-five 


from the subscribers to the capital of the said bank, | ; 
ii some place of »ecure and safe keeping, so that | millions of dollars, including the amount of the ca- 
the same may and shall be specifically delivered | pital stock aforesaid; and the same to sell, grant, 
und transferred, as the same were by them respec- | demise, alien or dispose of; to sue and be sued, 
tively received, to the president, directors and com-;plead and be impleaded, answer and be answer- 
pany of the Bank of the United States, or to their;ed, defend and be defended, in all state courts 
order, as soon as shall be required, after the organ-;having competent jurisdiction, and in any circuit 
ization of the said bank. And the said commis-|court of the United States: and also to make, have, 
sioners appointed to superintend the subscriptions} and use a common seal, and the same to break, alter 
to the capital of the said bank as aforesaid, shall re-|and renew, at ‘their pleasure: and also to ordain, 
ceive a reasonable compensation for their services|establish and put in execution, such by-laws, and 
respectively, and shall be allowed ail reasonabie| ordinances, and regulations, as they shall deem ne- 
charges and expenses incurred in the execution of|cessary and convenient for the government of the 
thew trust, to be paid by the president, directors|said corporation, not being contrary to the consti- 
and company of the bank, out of the funds thereof. | tution thereof, or the laws of the United States: and 
Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That it shall| generally to do and execute all and singular the acts, 
be lawful forthe United States to pay and redcem/} matters and things, which to them it shall or may 
the funded debt subscribed io the capital of the lappertain to do; subject, nevertheless, to the rules, 
said bank, at the rates aforesaid, in such sums, and regulations, restrictions, limitations and provisions 
at such times, as shall be deemed expedient, any | hereinafter prescribed and declared. 
‘hing im any act or acts of congress to the contrary] Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That for the 
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management of the affairs of the said corporation, 
there shall be twenty-five directors, five of whom, 
being stockholders, shall be annually appointed by 
the president of the United States, by and with the 
advice and consent of the senate, not more than 
three of whom shall be residents of any one state, 
and twenty of whom shall be annually elected at the 
banking house in the city of Philadelphia, on the 
first Monday of January, in each year, by the qua- 
lified stockholders of the capital of the said bank, 
other than the United States, and by a plurality of 
votes then and there actually given, according to the 
scale of voting hereinafter prescribed: Provided 
always, that no person, being a director in the bank 
of the United States, or any of its branches, shall be} 
a director of any other bank: and should any such 
director act as a director in any other bank, it shalt 
forthwith vacate his appointment in the direction of 
the bank of the United States. And the directors, 
so duly appointed and elected, shall be capable of, 
serving, by virtue of such appointment and choice, 
from the first Monday in the month of January of 
each year, until the end and expiration of the first 
Monday in the month of January of the year next 
ensuing the time of each annual election to be held 
by the stockholders as aforesaid. And the board of 
directors, annually, at the first meeting after their 
election in each and every year, shall proceed to 
elect one of the directors to be president of the 
corporation, who shall hold the said office during 
the same period for which the directors are ap- 
pointed and elected as aforesaid: Provided also, 
that the first appointment and election of the di- 
rectors and president of the said bank shall be at 
the time and for the period hereinafter declared : 
And provided also, that in case it should at any time 
happen that an appointment or election of directors, 
or an election of the president of the said bank, 
should not be so made as to take effect on any day 
when, in pursuance of this act, they ought to take 
effect, the said corporation shall not, for that cause, 
be deemed to be dissolved; but it shall be lawful at 
any other time to make such appointments, and to 
hold such elections, (as the case may be,) and the 
manner of holding the elections shall be regulated 
by the laws anc ordinances of the said corporation: 
and until such <ppointments or elections be made, 
the directors and president of the said bank, for the 
time being, shall continue in office: And provided 
also, that in case of the death, resignation or removal 
of the president of the said corporation, the di- 
rectors shall proceed to elect another president 
from the directors as aforesaid: and in case of death, 
resignation, or absence from the United States, or, 
removal of a director from office, the vacancy shall 
be supplied by the president of the United States, 
or by the stockholders, as the case may be. But 
the president of the United States alone shall bave 
power to remove any of the directors appointed by 
him as aforesaid. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That as soon as 
the sum of eight millions, four hundred thousand 
dollars in gold and silver coin, and im the public 
debt shall have been actually received on account 
of the subscriptions to the capital of the said bank, 
(exclusively of the subscription aforesaid, on the 
part of the United States) notice thereof shall be 
given by the persons under whose superintendance 
the subscriptions shall have been made at the city 
of Philadeiphia, in at least two newspapers printed 
in each of the places (if so many be printed in such 
places respectively,) where subscriptions shall have 
been made, and the said persons shall, at the same 
tame and in fike manner, notify a time and place 





within the said city of Philadelphia, at the distance 
of at least thirty days from the time of such notifi. 
cation, for proceeding to the election of tweaty 
directors as aforeaaid, and it shall be lawful for 
such election to be then and there made. And the 
president of the United States is hereby authorised 
during the present session of congress, to nominate, 
and by and with the advice and consent of the senate, 
to appoint five directors of the said bank, though 
not stockholders, any thing in the provisions of this 
act to the contrary notwithstanding; and the persons 
who shall be elected and appointed as aforesaid, 
shall be the first directors of the said bank, and 
shall proceed to elect one of the directors to be 
president of the said bank: and the directors and 
president of the said bank so appointed and elected 
as aforesaid, shall be capable of serving in their 
respective offices, by virtue thereof, until the end 
and expiration of the first Monday of the month of 
January next ensuing the said appointments and 
elections; and they shall then and thenceforth com- 
mence, and continue the operations of the said bank 
at the city of Philadelphia. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That the direc- 
tors for the time being shall have power to appoint 
such officers, clerks, and servants under them as 
shall be necessary for executing the business of the 
said corporation, and to allow them such tompen- 
sation for their services respectively, as shall be 
reasohable; and shall be capable of exercising such 
other powers and authorities, for the well govern- 
ing and ordering of the officers of the said corpo- 
ration, as shall be prescribed, fixed and determined 
by the laws, regulations and ordinances of the same. 

Sec. 11. .dnd be it further enacted, That the fol- 
lowing rules, restrictions, limitations and provisions 
shall form and be the fundamental articles of the 
constitution of the said corporation, to wit: 

1. The number of votes to which the stockholders 
shall be entitled, in voting for directors, shall be 
according to the number of shares he, she, or they, 
respectively, shall hold, in the proportions follow- 
ing: that is to say, for one share and not more than 
two shares, one vote; for every two shares above 
two, and not exceeding ten, one vote; for every 
four shares above ten, and not exceeding thirty, one 
vote; for evary six shares above thirty, and not ex- 
ceeding sixty, one vote; for every eight shares above 
sixiy, and not exceeding one hundred, one vote; and 
for every ten shares above onehundred, onevote: but 
no persen, co-partnership or body politic, shall be 
entitled to a greater number than thirty votes; and 
afier the first election, no share or shares shall con- 
fer a right of voting, which shall not have been 
holding three calendar months previous to the day 
of election. And stockholders actually resident 
within the United States, and none other, may vote 
in elections by proxy. 

2. Not more than three-fourths of the directors 
elected by the stockholders, and not more than 
four-fifths of the directors appointed by the presi- 
dent of the United States, who shall be in office at 
the time of annual election, shall be elected or ap- 
pointed for the next succeeding year; and no direc- 
tor shall hold his office more than ihree years out 
of four in succession; but the director who shall be 
president at the time of an election may always be 
re-appointed, or re-elected, as the case may be. 

3. None but a stockholder, being a resident citi- 
zen of the United States, shall be a director; nor 
shall a director be entitled to any emolument; but 
the direciors may make such compensation to the 
president for his extraordinary attendance at the 





Ibank, as shall appcar te them reasonable, 
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4. Not less than seven directors shall constitute a 
board for the transaction of business, of whom the 
président shail always be one, except in case of 
sickness or necessary absence; in which case his 
place may be supplied by any other director, whom 
he, by writing, under his hond, shall depute for 
that purpose. And the director so deputed may do 
and iransact all the necessary business belonging to 
the office of the president of the said corporation, 
during the continuance of the sickness or necessary 
absence of the president. 

5. A number of stockholders, not less than sixty, 
who, together, shall be proprietors of one thousand 
shares or upwards, ‘shall have power at any time to 
call a general meeting of the stockhoiders, for pur- 
poses relative to the institution, giving at least ten 
wecks notice in two public newspapers of the place 
where the bank is seated, and specifying in such 
notice the object or objects of such meeting. 

6. Each cashier or treasurer, befote he enters 
upon the duties of his office, shall be required to 
give bond, with two or more sureties, to the satis- 
faction of the directors, in asum not less than fifty 
thousand dollars, witha condition for his good be- 
haviour, and the faithful performance of his duties 
to the corporation. 

7. The lands, tenements, and hereditaments, 
which it shall be lawful for the said corporation to 
hold, shall be only such as shall be requisite for its 
ammediate accommodation in relation to the canve- 
hient transaction of its business, and such as shall 
have been dona fide mortgaged to it, by way of secu- 
rity, or conveyed to it in satisfaction of debts pre- 
viously contracted in the course of its dealings, or 
purchased at sales, upon judgments which shall 
have been obtained for such debts.. 

8. The total amount of debts which the said cor- 
poration shall at any time owe, whether by bond, 
bill, note, or other contract, over and above the 
debt or-debts due for money deposited in the bank, 
shall not exceed the sum of thirty-five millions of 
dollars, unless the contracting of any greater debt 
shall have been previously authorised by a law of 
the United States. In case of excess, the directors 
under whose adwinistration . it shall happen, shall 
be liable for the same in their natural and private 
capacities; and an action of debt may in such case 
be brought against them, their or any of their heirs, 
executors or administrators, in any court of-record 
of the United States, or either of them, by any cre- 
ditor or creditors of the said corporation, and may 
be prosecuted to judgment and execution, any con- 
dition, convenant or agreement to the contrary not- 
witiistanding. But this provision shall not be con- 
strued to exempt the said corporation or the lands, 
tenements, goods or chattels of the same from be- 
ing also liable for, and chargeable with, the said 
€acess, , 

Such of the said directors, who may have been 
absent when the said excess was contracted or cre- 
ated, or who may have dissented from the resolu- 
tion or act whereby the same was so contracted or 
create, may respectively exonerate themselves 
from being so liable, by forthwith giving notice of 
the fact, and of their absence or dissent, to the pre- 
sident of the United States, and to the stockholders, 
ata general meeting, whch they shall have power 
to call for that purpose. 

9. The said corporation shall not, directly or in- 
directly, deal or trade in any thing except bills of 
exchange, gold or silver bullion, or in the sale of 
goods really and truly pledged for money lent and 
not redeemed in due time, or goods which shall be 


to. purchase any public debt whatsoever: nor shall. 
it take more than at the rate of six per centum per 
annum for or upon its loans or discounts. 

10. Noloan shall be made by the said corporation, 
for the use or on account of the government of the 
United States, to an amount exceeding five hundred 
thousand dollars, or of any particular state to an 
amount exceeding fifiy-thousand dollars, or of any 
foreign prince or state, unless previously authorized 
by alaw of the United States. : ' 

11. The stock of the said corporation shall be 
assignable and transterable according to such rules 
as shall be instituted in that behalf, by the laws and 
ordinances of the same. 5 

12. The bills obligatory and of credit, under the 
seal of the said corporation, which shali be made to 
any person or persons, shall be assignable by en- 
dorsement thereupon, under the hand or hands of, 
such person or persons, and his, her, or their exe- 
cutors or administrators, and of his or their assignee 
or assignees, arid so as absolutely to transfer and 
vest the property thereof in each and every assignee 
or assignees successively, and to enable such as- 
signee or assignees, and his, her, or their executors 
or administrators, to maintain an action thereupon 
in his, her, or their own name or names: Provided: 
that said corporation shall not make any bill obli- 
gatory, or of credit, or other obligation under its 
seal for the payment of a sum less than five thou 
sand dollars. And the bill or notes which may be 
issued by order of the said corporation, signed by 
the president, and countersigned by the principal 
cashier or treasurer thereof, promising the payment 
| of money to any person or persons, his, her or their or- 
der, or to bearer, although not under the seal of the 
said corporation, siali be binding and obligatory up- 
|on the same, in like manner, and with like force and 
effect, as upon any private person or persons, if“is- 
saied by him, her or them, in his, her or their private 
vr natural capacity or capacities, and shall be as- 
signable and negotiable in the like manner as if they 
were so issued by such private person or persons,that 
is tosuy, those which shall be payable to any person 
or persons, his, her or their order, shall be assignable 
by endorsement, in like manner, and with the like 
effect as foreign bills of exchange now are: and those 
which are puyable to bearer shall be assignable and 
negotiable by delivery only: Provided, that all bills 
or notes, so to be issued by said corporation, shalk 
be made payable on demand, other than bills or 
notes for the payment of a sum not less than one 
hundred dollars each, and payable to the order of 
some person or persons, which bills or notes it 
shall be Jawful for said corporation to make paya- 

le at any time not exceeding sixty days from the 
date thereof. 

13. Half yearly dividends shall be made of so 
much of the profits of the bank, as shall appeur to 
the directors advisable; and once in every three 
years the directors shall lay before the stockholders, 
at a general meeting for their information, an exact 
and particular statement of the debts which shall 
have remained unpaid, after the expiration of the 
original credit, for a period of treble the term of 
thai credit, and of the surplus of the profits, if any, 
after deducting losses and dividends. Ifthere shall 
be a failure in the payment of part of any sum sub- 
scribed to the cupital of the said bank, by any per- 
son, co-partnership or body politic, thre party fuil- 
ing shail lo-e the benefit of any dividend which may 
have accrued prior to the time for making such 

yment, and during the delay of the same. 

14. The directors of the said corporation shall 
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jn the District of Columbia, whenever any law of: 
the United States shall require such an establish- 
n:ent: also one such office of discount and deposite 
in any state in which two thousand shares shall 
have been subscribed or may be held, whenever, 
upon application of the legislature of such state, 
congress may, by law, require the same: Provided, 
the directors aforesaid shall not be bound to estab- 
lish such office before the whole of the capital of the 
bank shall have been paid up. And it shall be lawful 
for the directors of the said corppration to establish 
offices of discount and deposite, wheresoever they 
shall think fit, within the United States or the 
territories thereof, and to commit the management 
of the said offices, and the business thereof, re- 
spectively, to such persons, and under such regula- 
tions as they shall deem proper, not being contrary 
to law or the constitution of the bank. Or instead 
of establishing such. offices, it shall be lawful for 
the directors of the said corporation, from time to 
time to employ any other bank or banks, to be first 
approved by the secretary of the treasury, at any 
piace or places, that they may deem safe and pro- 
per, to manage and transact the business proposed 
as uforesaid, other than for the purposes of disceunt, 
to be managed and transacted by such offices, under} 
such agreements, and subject to such regulations 





as they shall deem just and proper, Not more than 


Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That if the said 
corporation shall advance or lend any sum of money 
for the use or on account of the government of the 
United States, to an amount exceeding five hun- 
dred thousand dollars; or of any particular state, 
to an amount exceeding fifty thousand. dollars; or 
of any foreign prince or state, (unless previously 
authorized thereto by a law of the United States) 
all and every person and persons, by and with 
whose order, agreement, consent, approbation and 
connivance, such unlawful advance or loan shall 
have been made, upon conviction thereof shall 
forfeit and pay, for every such offence, treble the 
value or amount of the sum or sums which have 
been so unlawfuily advanced or lent, one-fifth there- 
of to the use of the informer, and the residue there- 
of to the use of the United States. 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That the bills 
or notes of the said corporation originally made 
payable, or which shali have become payable on de- 
mand, shall be receivable in 2ll payments to theUnited 
States, unless otherwise directed by act of congress. 

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That during 
the continuance of this act, and whenever required by 
the secretary of the treasury, the said corporation 
shall give the necessary facilities for transferring the 
pubiic funds from place to place, within the United 
States or the territories thereof, and for distributing 


thirteen, nor less than seven managers or directors,| the same in payment of the public creditors, without 
of every office established as aforesaid, shall be, Cuarging commissions or claiming allowance on ac- 
annually appointed by the directors of the bank, to,count of difference of exchange, and shall also do 
serve one year: they shall choose a president from,4nd perform the several and respective duties of 
their own number: each of them sball be a citizen} the commissioners of loans for the several states, or 
of the United States, and a resident of the state,| any one or more of them, whenever required by law. 
territory or district wherein such office is estab-| Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That the de- 
lished; and not more than three-fourths of the said) posites of she money of the United States, in places 
managers or directors, in office at the time of an in Which the said bank and branches thereof may 
annual appointment, shall be re-appointed for the| be established, shall be made in said bank or 


next succeeding year; and no director shall hold 
his office more than three years out of four, in 
siiccession; but the president may be always re-ap- 
pointed. 

15. The officer at the head of the treasury depart- 
ment of the United States shall be furnished, from 
time to time, as often as he may require, not ex- 





ceeding once a week, with statements of the amount, 


|branches thereof, unless the secretary of the treasury 


shall at any time otherwise order and direct; in 
which case the secretary of the treasury shall 
immediately luy before congress, if in session, if 
net, inunediately after the commencement of the 
next session, the reasons of such order or direction. 

Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That the said 
corporation shall not at any time suspend or refuse 


of the capital stock of the said corporation and of | payment in gold and silver, of any of its notes, bills 
the debts due: to the same; of the monies deposited) or obligations; nor of any monies received upon de- 
therein; of the notes in circulation, and of the specie} posite in said bank, or in any of its offices of dis- 
in hand; and shall have a right to inspect such ge-|count and deposite. And if the said corporation 
neral accounts in the books of the bank as shalijsiall at any ume refuse or neglect to pay on de- 
relate to the said statement: Provided, that this} mand any biil, note or obligation issued by the cor- 
shall not be construed to imply a right of inspecting) poration, according to the contract, promise or un- 


the account of any private individual or individuals 
with the bank. 
16. No stockholder, unless he be a citizen of the 
United States, shall vote in the choice of direciors. 
17. No note shall be issued of less amount than 





five dollars. 


der\aking \erein expressed; or shall neglect or 
refiise to pay on demand any monies received in 
said bank, or in any of its offices aforesaid, on de- 
posite, to the person or persons entitied to receive 
the same, then, and in every such case, the holder 
of such note, bill or obligation, or the person or 


- Sec. 12. vind be it further enacted, That if the said} persons entitled to demand and receive such monies 
corporation, or any person or persons, for or to the) as aforesaid, shall respectively be entitled to receive 
use of the same, shall deal or trade in buying or| and recover interest on the said bills, notes, obli- 
selling goods, wares, merchandize or commodities | gations or monies, until the same shall be fulls 
whatsoever, contrary to the provisions of this act,| paid and satisfied, at the rate of twelve per centum 
all and every person and persons, by whom any! per annum from the time of such demand as afore- 


order or direction for so dealing or trading shail 
have been given; and ali and every person and per- 
sons who shall have been concerned as parties or 
agents therein, shall forfeit and lose treble the value 
of the goods, wares, merchandize and commodities 
in which such dealing and trade shall have been; 
one half thereof to the use of the informer, and the 
other half to the use of the United States, to be 





recovered in anv action of Iaw with costs of suit. 


said: Provided, That congress may at any time 
hereafter enact laws enforcing and regulating the 
recovery of the amount of the notes, bills, obli- 
gations or other debts, of which payment shall have 
been refused as aforesaid, with the rate of interest 
above mentioned, vesting jurisdiction for that pur- 
pose in any courts, either of law or equity, of the 
United States, or territories thereof, or of the 
several states, as thev may deem expedient. 
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Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That if any 
person shall falsely make, forge or counterfeit, or 
cause or procure to be falsely made, forged sr coun- 
terfeited, or willingly aid and assist in falsely mak 
ing, forging or counterfeiting any bill or note in im- 
itation of or purporting to be a bill or note issued 
by order of the president, directors and company 
of the said bank, or any order or check on the said 
bank or corporation, or any cashier thereof; or shall 
falsely alter, or cause or procure to be falsely 
altered, or willingly aid or assist in falsely 
altering any billor note issued by order of the pre- 
sident, directors and company of the said bank, or 
any order or check on the said bank or corpora- 
tion, or any cashier thereof; or shall pass, utter or 
publish-as true any false, forged or counterfeited 
bill or note purporting to bea bill or note issued by 
order of the president, directors and company of 
the said bank; or any false, forged or counterfeited 
order or check upon the said bank or corporation, 
or any cashier thereof, knowing the same to be false- 
ly forged or counterfeited; or shall pass, utter or 
publish, or attempt to pass, uttter, or publish as 
true any falsely altered biil or note issued by or- 
der of the president, directors, and company of the 
said bank, or any falsely altered order or check on 
the said bank or corporation, or any cashier thereof, 
Knowing the same to be falsely altered with inten- 
tion to defraud the said corporation or any other 
body politic or person; or shall sell, utter, or deliver, 
er cause (o be sold, uttered, or delivered, any forged 
er counterfeit note or bill in imitation, or purport- 
ing to be a bill or note issued by order of the pre- 
sident and directors of the said bank, knowing the 
same to be false, forged, or counterfeited; every 
such person shall be deemed and adjudged guilty 
ef felony, and being thereof convicted by duc course 
of law, shall be seirienced to be imprisoned and 
kept to hard labor for not less than three years, 
nor more than ten years, and fined not exceeding 
five thousand dollars. Pvovided, that nothing here- 
in contained shall be construed to deprive the courts 
of the individual states of a jurisdiction under the 
laws of the several states, over any offence declar- 
ed punishable by this act. 

Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That if any 
person shall make or engrave, or cause or procure to 
be made or engraved, or shall have in his custody or 
possession any metallic plate, engraved after the si- 
militude of any plate from which any notes or bilis 
Yssued by the said corporation shall have been print- 
ed, with intent to use such plate, or to cause or suf- 
fer the same to beused in forging or counterfeiting 
any of the notes or bills issued by the said corpora- 
tion; or shall have in his custody or possession any 
blank note or notes, bill or bills, engraved and print- 
ed after the similitude of any notes or bills issued 
by said corporation, with intent to use such blanxs, 
or cause or suffer the same to be used in forging or 
counterfeiting any of the notes or bills issued by 
the said corporation; or shall have in his custody or 
possession any paper adapted to the making of bank 
notes or bills, and similar to the paper upon which 
any notes or bills of the said corporation shall 
have been issued, with intent to use such pa- 

er, or cause or suffer the same to be used in forg- 
ing or counterfeiting any of the notes or bills issued 
by the said corporation, every such person, beiag 
thereof convicted by due course of law, shall be; 
sentenced to be imprisoned, and kept to hard jabor, 





for aterm not exceeding five years, or shali be im- 
prisoned for a term not exceeding five years, and| 
fired in a sum not exceeding one thousand dyllars. | 

‘ t 


Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That in consi- 
deration of the exclusive privileges and benefits 
conferred by this act, upon the said bank, the pre- 
sident, directors, and company thereof, shall pay to 
the United States, out of the corporate funds there- 
of the sum of one million and five hundred thou- 
sand dollars, in three equal payments; that is to 
say; five hundred thousand dollars at the expira- 
tion of two years, five hundred thousand dollars at 
the expiration of three years, and five hundred 
thousand dollars, at the expiration of four years af- 
ter the said bank shall be organized, and commence 
its operations in the manner herein before provided. 

Sec. 21. And be it further enacted, Thai no other 
bank shall be established by any future law of the 
United States during the continuance of the cor- 
poration hereby created, for which the faith of the 
United States is hereby pledged: Provided, con- 
gress may renew existing charters for banks in the 
district of Columbia, not increasing the capital 
thereof, and may also establish any other bank or 
banks in said district with capitals not exceeding 
in the whole six millions of dollars, if they shall 
deem it expedient. And, notwithstanding the ex- 
piration of the term for which the said corporation 
is created, it shall be lawful to use the corporate 
name, style and capacity, for the purpose of suits 
for the final settlement and liquidation of the affairs 
and accounts of the corporation, and for the sale 
and disposition of their estate, real, personal and 
mixed; but not for any other purpose, or in any 
other manner wh:tsoever, nor for a period exceed- 
ing two years after the expiration of the said term 
of incorporation. 

Sec. 22. And be it further enacted, That if the sub- 
scriptions and payments of said bank shall not be 
made and completed so as to enable the same to 
commence its operations, or if the said bank shall 
not commence its operations on or before the first 
Monday im April next, then and in that case con- 
gress may at any time within twelve months there- 
after, declare by law this act null and void. 

Sec. 23. And be it further enacted, That it shall. 
at all times be lawful for a committee of either 
house of congress, appointed for that purpose, to 
inspect the books, and to examine into- the pro- 
ceedings of the corporation hereby created, and 
to report whether the provisions of this charter 
have been by the same, violated or not, and when- 
ever any committee as aforesaid shall find and re- 
port, or the president of the United States shall 
have reason to believe that the charter has been 
violated, it may be lawful for congress to direct, 
or the president to order, ascire facias to be issu- 
ed out of the circuit court of the district of Penn- 
sylvania, inthe name of the United States, (which 
shall be executed upon the president of the corpo- 
ration for the time being, at least fifteen days be- 
fore the commencement of the term of said court) 
calling on the said corporation to shew cause where- 
fore the charter hereby granted shall not be de- 
clared forfeited; and it shall be lawful for the suid 
court, upon the return of the said scire facias, to 
examine into the truth of the alleged violation, 
and if such violation be made appear, then to pro- 
nounce and adjudge that the said charter is for- 
feited and annulled: Provided however, every issue 
of fact which may be joined between the United 
States and the corporation aforesaid, shall be tried 
by jury. And it shall be lawful for the court afore- 
said to require the production of such of the books 
of the corporation as it may deem necessary for 
the ascertainment of the cgntroverted facts; and 
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the final judgment of the court aforesaid, shall be 
éxaminable in the supreme court of the United 
States, by writ of error, and may be there revers- 
ed or affirmed according to the usages of law. 
H. CLAY, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
JOHN GAILLARD, 
_ President of the senate, pro tempore. 
April 10, 1816—arproven, 
JAMES MADISON. 








La Peyrouse. 


We have seen some French papers two or three 
days later than the last Paris accounts received 
by way of England. They do not contain any 
news of any importance. The principal article 
of interest is an account of the fate of the unfortu- 
nate La Peyrouse, recently obtained from Dagelet, 
the astronomer, who accompanied the expedition, 
and who was in the course of the last year taken 
from a rock at the eastward of the Phillipine Is!- 
ands. 

La Peyrouse was born in France in 1741. He dis- 
tinguished himself by many years services in the 
early part of his life. During the American war, he 
served under count d’Estaing, and distinguished 
himself at the taking of Grenada. After the peace 
of 1783, he was selected by Louis XVI. to command 
the Astrolabe and Brotssole on a voyage of discovery. 
He began his voyage by following the track of capt. 
Cook, visited the north-west coast, advanced to Be- 
koing’s streights, thence down the eastern coast of 
Asia, along Japan, and in February, 1788, visited 
Botany Bay. A narrative of his voyage thus tar, has 
been published. From the time of his leaving Bota- 
ny Bay nothing has been heard of him till the pre- 
sent discovery. In the year 1791, the French na- 
tional assembly sent two ships in search of him, but 
after exploring the seas which he was supposed to 
have visited, they returned without the least intel- 
ligence of his fate. 

It appears that one of Peyrouse’s two vessels, 
after leaving Botany bay in 1788, struck upon a cer- 
tain chain of rocks and was lost, crew saved by 
Peyrouse’s vessel; they afterwards discovered an 
ishand in the S.S. E. of New-Zealand, ard anchored 
in the bay—when the vessel accidentally caught fire 
and was consumed—that the natives during the first 
twenty-one years were amicably disposed—but Pey- 
rouse, tired of waiting for relief and anxious to re- 
turn home, ordered trees to be felled for timber to 
build a vessel—the natives considered this an act 
of hostility—war commenced, and finally Peyrouse 
and all who were with him were massacred, except 
Dagelet and seventeen others, who escaped, after 
great peril, in birch canoes, to the place where he 
was found, and where he had resided two years— 
those who escaped with him had all died—and Da- 
gelet himself died a few days after he was taken 
from off the rock—His journal af events was pre- 
served and deposited at Macao—whence the ac- 
count as received.— Boston Daily Adv. 








St. Domingo. 


A friend who has just arrived from the Ainzdom 
of Hayti, has furnished us with the royal gazette of 
that state, a variety of printed documents, proclama- 
tions, &e. from the royal press at Cape Henry, 
{Francois,} and verbal intelligence of the state of 
the country. King Henry (Christophe) Was at peace 
Wath Petion and the world, regulating the civil 


|said to have 200,000). 





policy of his extensive territories, and encouraging 
the progress of cultivation and the arts and sciences. 
His residence is at the palace of Sans Souci, in a 
town built by him under a mountain 30 miles from 
the Cupe, highly cultivated and defended by works 
covered with 360 pieces ofcannon. ‘The population 
of his subjects increases rapidly, and it is supposed 
he has 150,000 men able te bear arms. (Petion is 
The crown of king Henry 
had lately been received from London, where it 
cost 28,000 dollars, exclusive of the diamonds 
which his sable majesty furnished himself. His 
state coach had also arrived, and is a superb 
carriage built at an expense of 18,000 dollars, in 
England. Schools and academies are patroniscd 
by him, and he is about commencing the erection 
of a college, for which he has sent to Europe for 20 
professors or instructors—a_ contract for three car- 
goes of lumber from this country, for the comple- 
tion of the collegiate buildings we have seen. 
Commerce and the culture of the soil was improv- 

ing in his dominions; strangers on mercantile busi- 
ness are treated honorably and the kingdom rising 
in power and respectability. The 1st and 2nd of 
January, the 13th anniversary of the liberty and in 

dependence of Hayti, was celebrated with the great- 
est solemnity and magnificence at the city of Sans 
Souci, by a procession, review, mass, levee, address+ 
es, feast, illuminations, &c. A roll o the knights 
of the royal and military order of saint Henry, is 
given in one of the papers; and a list of fifty foreign 
vessels which sailed from cape Henry from the Ist of 
July to the 9th of November last. A catalogue of 
the princes, dukes, counts and barons, dignitaries of 
the empire, is found in some of the publications.— 
Notwithstanding the cessation of arms, a paper war 
seems to be directed from Christophe’s press against 
Petion—and the pamphlets, journals, &c. are writ- 
ten and printed in a respectable style. 

NM. Y. Columbian. 


Spanish Blockade. 


Jamaica, Feb. 14. Rear-admiral Douglass has 
been pleased to forward to his honor the mayor a 
translated copy of a proclamation of don Salvador 
Moxo, brigadier-general, &c. &c. of Caracas, re- 
specting the blockade of the island of Margaritta, 
and which we publish for general information: 

“At the citv of Caraccas, the 29th of January, 
1816, Don Salvador Moxo, brigadier-general, and. 
captain-general of these provinces, saith: 

“That in consequence of the disposition taken 
by his excellency don Pablo Morillo, general-in- 
chief of the expeditionary army, and proper gover- 
nor and captain-general, for the blockade of the 
island of Margaritta, so as to reduce to their du- 
ties the rebels who, after having been treated with 
the greatest indulgence and benignity, have dared 
to rise in arms against the king, decrees—That 
every Spanish vessel encountering another of the 
same nation, in affording assistance to the insur- 
gents, carrying men, arms, ammunition and naval 
stores, or of any other kind to them, shall be con- 
fiscated, and the master and other principal heads 
hung up at the yard arms, and the sailors and crew, 
one drawn out of five (quintalos) if they are not 
found as culpable as the rest, otherwise to _ander- 
go an equal fate. The same will be observed with 
any other foreign vessels and crews—for as the 
Spanish nation is at full peace with all the rest, it 
is not to be supposed that they can with any pre- 
priety afford assistance to traitors, nor to permit 
themselves similar importatiens as all these who 
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find themselves in this case must be considered as 
pirates and public assassins; excepting those ves- 
sels wherewith some limitation must take place 
with respect to their reyisters of navigation. Let 
this be published by proclamation, and this deter- 
mination be stuck up in public places, for the infor- 
mation of all, communicating the same at Porto 
Cabello and Laguira, for the same purpose, and 
giving official. information thereof to the chief of 
the foreign colonies of Trinidad, Jamaica, Curacoa, 
St. Thomas’, St. Bartholomews, or any other which 
may be deemed proper. ‘Tliis is decreed and or- 
dered, and signed before me, which I attest. 
(Signed) “SALVADOR DE MOXO. 

Beforeme (Signed) “PABLO CASTILLO. 

“This is a true copy of the original, which I cer- 
tify as secretary of government and cxuptain-gene- 
ralship of Carracas, the Z9th of January, 1816. 

(Signed). “BERNDO DE MUROS.” 








Miscellaneous Articles. 


Commodore Decatur, on a late visit to Norfolk, 
partook of a public entertainment given in honor of 
him. John Nivison, esq. presided, assisted by L. W. 
Tazewell and R. B: Taylor, esquires. The com- 
pany consisted of 120 gentlemen. ‘The toasts drank 
after the removal of the cloth were very happy and 
appropriate. We select the following: 

The star spangled banner—*Long- muy it wave, 

“O’er the land of the free and the home of the 

brave.”? 

The Mediterranean—The sea not more of Greek 
and foman, than of American glory. 


The Crescent—lts lustre was dimned even by the} 


twinkling of our STARS. 

The seamen of the United States—A grateful coun- 
try will ever rightfully appreciate and duly re- 
ward the merit of her gallant sons. 

The militia of the United States—They have tri- 
tumphed over the conquerors of the conqueror of 
Europe. 

Vational glory—A Gem above all price, and wor- 
thy every hazard to sustain its splendor. 

sv commodore Decatur.— Our country—In her in- 
tercourse with forcign nations may sie always be 
in the right, and always successful, right or wrong. 

{Whata stroke is this at the resolve of the senate 
of Massachusetts, declaring it immu! and erreligious 
to rejoice at the victories of their countrys men.]} 
‘Lhe following song, written $y Ain. siSCrEEnY of 

Petersburg for the occasion, wus sung by a gentle- 

man of Norfolk. 

See Decatur our hero returns from the West, 
Who’s destin’d to shine in the annals of story, 

A bright ray of vict’ry bexms high on his crest; 
Encircled, his brows, by_« halo of glory. 

On Afric’s bleak shore, 

rom the insolent Moor, 
His bloody, stained laurels in triumph he tore, 
Where the Crescent which oft spread its terrors afar, 
Submissively bow’d to the American star. 


Algiers’ haughty Dey in the height ofhis pride, 
From American freemen a tribute demanded; 
Columbia’s brave freemen the tribute denied, 

And his Corsairs to seize our bold tars were com- 
manded. 
Their streamers wave high, 
But Decatur draws nigh, 
His name strikes like lightning—in terror they fly. 
Thrice welcome our hero, returned fiom afar, 
Where the proud Crescent fulls to tae American star, 


‘ 


Our Neighbors. The Quebec Gazette of the 15th 


February, contains the following, among other re- 
marks on the recent correspondence of the secre- 
tary of state with the Spanish minister. They are 
of a different complexion from former articles ot 
Canadian manufacture: 


“Will there be war between Spain and the Uni 
ted States? This will depend upon the spirit of Fer- 
dinand the adored; that the Americans will keep. 
what they have got, and ardently desire to have 
more, that they will trade where they can advanta- 
Zeously, and make their country a refuge for a popula- 
tion of all nations, és not to be doubted. That they wilt 
fight rather than forego any of these advantuges, we 
have ample evidence; and we are greatly mistaken 
if the government and a great proportion of the 
population would not be glad of a declaration of 
war on the part of Spain. The beat of the drum 
would :mmediately assemble a large army beyond 
the Alleganies for an expedition to Mezico, nay, 
they would even enlist for Peru—the Decaturs, the 
Porters, the Perrys,” and hordes of privateersmen 
would glory in a war with Spain. But will Great 
Britain interfere? Such an event, no doubt, would 
be unpleasant; but after the result of the last war, it 
is not to be expected that, even in thut case, the 
United States would readily yield up any of their 
present pretensions.”’ 


ImpupENCE.—F'rom the Montreal Herald of March 
50.—By the best intercourse that can be drawn from 
the mass of the American journals, Mr. MONROE 
will be the next PRESIDENT of the United States; 
it is not quite so clear who will be vice-president; 
but that is a matter of minor consequence. It is 
for the interest of Great Britain to keep on amica- 
ble terms with the VIRGINIA DYNASTY, keep- 
ing always aloof from its low intrigues. The south- 
ern states are virtually colonies of Britain, and they 
will be contented to remain so: not so with the 
north-eastern states; to them even equality of com- 
mercial rights.would be considered a kind of vas- 
sulage, too revolting for a set of pseudo freemen, whe 
offer no resistance to another class they pretend to 
despise, but to whom they are obliged to truckle 
with every submission, words alone excepted; al- 
though it must be confessed that many of the fede. 
val party think the late peace and commercial con- 
vention as udvantageous to the United States as 
could have been expected. 


Grampvs caucat. froma Richmond paper, A cor: 
respondent from Smithfield, informs us that a gram- 
pus 50 feet long, and 8 feet wide across the tail, 
was lately caught in Nansemond river. This enor- 
mous animal, of the cetaceous tribe, had been for 
several davs, observed in Hampton roads and James 
river, sporting amid the foaming billows, and hail- 
ing, as it were, the genial season which imparts io 
all nature an increase of vitality. This civcume 
stance, attracting the notice of some New-England 
men, who happened to be in the neighborhood, the 
motions of the grampus were closely watched, anda 
boat, filled with expert and adventurous fellows, 
sent in pursuit of the lord of the watery expanse. 
One oi the pursuers, more active than the rest, 
mounted three times on the back of the grampus, 
The latter as many times sought the recesses of 
the deep, leaving his formidable assailant to regain 
his boat as wellas he could. The fourth time, the 
yankee succeeded in cutting a hole in the Grampus 
—and this wound proved morial. For fifteen or 
twenty miles round, people have flocked to the spot,’ 











to view the dead while. 








